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Eecleſiaſtical Authority : 


In which the Pretence of an Independent 


Power in the ChuRcn, to a Divine Right 
in the Ele#jon of Biſhops ; 


To the Invalidity of Lay Deprivations ; z 


To the Inſeparable Relation of a Bishop to 
his See; 


To an Obligation of continuing Commu- 
nion with the Depri ved Biſhops ; 


And ſeveral other Things relating to the 
Nonjurors Separation from our CHR CR, 
are e and impartially Examined. 


— 


Vi icar of Gremwich, wt 3 to 
His en eee . PRINCE. 


— — 
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Ecclefiaftical Authority. 


Fn 


HE many irregular and dan- 
gerous Practices of the Romiſh 
Clergy under the Pretence of 
an exempe Juriſdiction, and an 
Authority Independent on the 
Civil Power; cauſed the Governors of our. 
Cu vnc to take that Doctrine into their 
lerious Conſideration, at the Beginning of 
our REFORMATION; and in our xxxv1ii 
Article they have determined and ſettled ic 
thus: That the Dneen's e Majeſty, for this 
was done in Queen Elizabeth's Time, bath 
the chief Power in this Realm of England, and 


all other her Dominigns ; unto whom .the chief 
| 3838 Covern. 
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In of \ al "Ea of this Realm while 


2 e Oe techn“ . 
trine. Ve give not hereby to our Princes the i- 
niſtring either of God. 5 mordi o or of 1 the Sacrams ents ; 
but only that Prerogative which we ſee | to bave 
been 7 given always to all godly Princes in Hol 
S ee by God Hi mſelf 3 ; that "Ry ſhould ful 


Fo FY# Ez 


their Charge by God, 15d they be 2 i- 


cal or Temporal. And this was o confirmed 


by the Canons in the Beginning of King 
James TS. Beign, that if the Authority of 
our 12 HURCH might b be admitted to be deci- 
_ in "this Matter, we ſee plainly "what that 
7 and is, _ Byt bbs giving ſo nuch Jucil | 
Aion to Pt ines over Eecleſt afical Perſon i in 


pl aſtical Cauſes a and < A) Fairs, 1 18 complain-, 


ed of by ſome among us as an Encroachment 
and a dangerous Compliance ; an fbi 


Principle, w which controuls the Powers of the 
Cuavrcn, that, FLY they fay, ought 10 be 
0 exempt and Independent, 1 


T 11s Point then, not being Tuccebfully 
enough determined by the declared Judgment 


of our r CnuRen, in Her Articles ang Conons; 
FRY) N | muſt, 


N r RES. Ne CAMRY; 
ml, it ſeems, be brought under a farther 
Examination.. And it muſt be conſidered not 
only as a Subject of Debate and Speculation, 
but, at this Time, it is become a Matter of 
the greateſt Moment and Importance to 
our Peace both in Cuvscn and STATE. 
Al the Enemies of the late happy REVO U- 
to x, Are gone into the Defence of chat In- 
dependent Authority; to ſay no more. And all 
thoſe other Notions and Opinions whereby 
the Nun. jurors would vindicate their Separati- 
on from the Communion of our Cuno. 
are built upon this Foundation. And it will 
not be eaſy to make them ſenſible, that this 
their Separation is Unjuſtifiable and Wrong, 
if this Claim, be allowed good. On the other 
Hand, if it can be proved, That the Cnuacn 
has no ſuch exempt, and independent Autho- 
rity, as is pretended; we ſhall ſtrike at the 
rery Root of their untoward Principles and 


Proceedings. _ In our Inquiry into this f 
Matter, 


1. TRE firſt Thing that occurs to our 
Obſervation, is, That the STATE is found 
n the actual and full Poſſeſſion of Authority 

dier all their Subjects, and in all Affairs 
ae antecedently to the CHURCH'S 
Caim. We are not born Prieſts, as we are 


B 2 born 


j 
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ſuch. Nor does it appear, that thete eye 


5 ſalẽ Difpenſation, Which was à Type oft 


for any Debates ot Diſputes of this Na 
tute in the firſt Natural State of Mankind 
J It muſt therefore all be laid in Divine Be 
| velation and Inſtitution. From whenee 
; "think it c plainly —_—— b bl wh et 


| Right to ſuch an exempt and indepe 
5 dent Authority as is NOW | pleaded for, 


— ISls. — 
born Subjects; re are Te ben dpbir u ful 
ficient Maturity bf Age; and are chtrefbte 
to conſider what Share ol Auchority the 
prince loſes over any of his Subjects upon 
their Admiſſion into Holy Orders; and What 
is the Foundation of the pretended Change, 
And: as to this, « we ſhall ſoon a mc 


"© Tar thidhs 4 is Nothing in natura Rel 


” gion to be pleaded as the Ground of ſuch't 


 Exemprion or Independency. For' accord 


ing to that, Kings had a Right to thePrief 
"Hood alſo, and were the undoubted ſupreme 
| Judy ges and Determiners of all Aﬀairs.” Md 


chiſedech 'and Fethro, ' we all know, wen 


was any Separation e of the Eccleſiaſtical Au 
"llority from' the Temporal, before the I. 


Evangelical; and conſequently no'Roon 


7 
L's \ 1252 37150 FLY? 1 
L ICT! 
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muſt be fundedian that Divine Commitiion 


which:CursT gave to his Apoſtles and their 
ducceſſors, and by them to his Cnuxcn to the 


End of the World. The Way then to know 


what there is to be faid for ſuch a Claim, is, 
to conſider well the Contents of that Com 
nifion which muſt be looked on as the great 
charter of the Goſpel, upon which all Her 
appropriated Rights and Privileges, Her Au- 
thority and Powers, Her Immunities and 
Franchiſes are built. The Subſtance chen of 
Cxx1s rs Commiſſion to his Apoftles v was 
That they ſhould make Proſelytes of all Nevins 
by Preaching | God? s Ward ; that they ſhould 
Baptize them, and. by that Sacrament admit 
them into Chrift's Church ; | that they ſhould 


Matth. 
xxXviii. 19, 


20. 


Joh. xx. 


21, 


afterwards inſtru and train them up in the 


Pure Chriſtian Worſhip and, Holineſs, and i in 
that Worſhip, commemorate Curjs7' s Death 
in the, Euchariſt, according, t to his Inſtitution; > 
lind Offenders, looſe Penicents, and by. Or- 


daining Miniſters make an effectual Proviſion 
for the/perpetual Continuance of this Mini- 
ſiry which Cunis r bas thus committed to'em, 


to the End of the World, according to his Ap- 


pointment. So that Preaching and Performing 
Divine Service in the Worſhip of Gop; Admi- 


ziſiring the Sacraments ;» inflicting Cenſures, 
and paſſing Sentence upon enormous Sin- 
N V 


c. 
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tences and Ordaizing Miniſters. Theſe and 
whatever other Particulars of Miniſtration in 
the Divine Offices of Religion, are by the 
ſpecial, Commiſſion of Cunisr in any Part of 
it appropriated to the Spiritual Governors 
of the Cuus cn, become thereby, the Peculiar 
ſacred Powers of the Chriſtian Prieſthood: 
Concerning all which it is allow'd and grant. * 
ed, k. That the Cnunch does not deri 
Her Authority to the Execution of them 
from any Temporal Powers or Potentates; 
but from JERSUS CRAHRIS I alone by the fore- 


meationed Divine Commiſſion. 2. That xx 


they were not originally derived from, ſo 


neither can they be taken away, or mid to 


ceaſe by any ſecular Authorities whatſvever. 
3. That neicherf can any ſecular, Powers of 
themſelves execute theſe Divine afid Holy 

Offices. The very End and Reaſon Of taking | 
theſe! Holy Offices out of the Hands of the 
ſecular Powers; who before had executed 
them, and of veſting them ina diſtinct Set or 
Order of Men, ſtill requires that they ſhould 
continue ſo ſeparated. And conſequently, | 


all the Powers ſpecify'd in Cents t's Com- 


miſſion, are the limitted and appropriated Pow- 
ers, which belong to the Spiritual Govern- 
ours of the CuURcH alone; and which no 

| Tempo; 


„ 
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— Potentates can take upon dem 68 2 
execute, Without breaking in upon Currsr's = 
Inſtitution, andl ſubverting the very Ends and 
Reaſons of their original Separation. And 
therefore, if no more had been inte nded by N 
the Independent Authority of ChRIS Ts Church 
in the Execution of cheir Prieſtly Office than 
this, That they who derived not this Autho- 
rity from the State, could not have it taken 
away by them; and that the ſecular Po,w 
ers are by CHRIS 's Commiſſion excluded 
from the Performance of all the Divine Of- 
fces ſpecify'd in it: The Church of Englan! 
has declared Her Judgment in Favour of ſuch 
a Claim; and we ſhould have entred into 


no Diſputes. againſt it. 


Bur then, he who himſelf has nocd = 


ty to baptiae, may yet be a competent Fudge of 


he Care and Eidelicy of choſe: who de And 
he who has no Power to adminiſter the Sacra- 


ment of the. Lotd n Supper, or to ordain Mi 


So that it 18 one Thing to miniſter in the 


and good or evil Conduct of thoſe who do. 
This leads me to conſider, 


niſters, may yet be capable of taking Cog- 
nizance; of, the Neglects, and of the Mif-, | 
carriages, committed in thoſe Performances; 


Holy Offices and Seryice ofthe Church; and 


another to have. Rule and Gunernment, and 
a judicial Cognizance of the Care, SOAP 3} 


2, 


2. Tha r beſides the eMiniftration in Ho- 
ly Offices, the Power of the Keys and O, 
dination, there are other Powers and Au- 

tborities claimed by the Church: Such are all 
the General Powers of Government, of Af. 
ſembling in Synods, of Conſulting one ano- 
ther on important *Occafions, of making 
Laws or Canons; of appointing to parti- 
cular Churches or Diſtricts their proper Pa- 
ſtors; of determining religious Debates and 
Diſputes; of preſcribing Rules of Order and 
Diſcipline, &c. All which, as not being 
expreſsly mentioned in, or appropriated by 
CnRIST's Commiſſion as the other divine Of- 
fices of Religion are, can belong to the 
Church only of Common-Right, as it is a So- 
ciety ; and as ſuch Acts of Government are 
the conſtant and common » Rights of every Et 
bliſhed Community. 

ASO CIE T cannot ſubſiſt wichour Go- 
vernment ; as therefore the Chriſtian Church 
is by Cartsr's Commiſſion conſtituted a ſpi- 

ritual Society there is no Doubt, but that it 
thereby obtains a certain Right to the Ex- 
erciſe of all ſuch Authority in Government 
as other Eſtabliſhed Communities are uſual 

| ly poſlels d of, 
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T HE — then 3 is, not whether the 
Church has a Right to the Exerciſe of ſuch 
Authority, for it is undeniably evident that 
The has: But what is the Foundation of chat 
Authority, and how far it will hold good 
to the Excluſion of the ſecular Powers. Now - 
unleſs it could be made appear that theſe Po- 
wers of Government are by Carsr's Com- 
miſſion ſpecify'd and . appropriated to the 
Prieſthood as the divine Offices of its Holy 
Miniſtration are : There can be no other 
Reaſon or Ground of this Claim than that of 
common Right and Neceſſity to the Support of 
this ſpiritual Community and to the Attain- 
ment of the n End for which it was or- 
dained. 

WE ſee tide FUR in this 8 
a great regard is to be had to the Diſtinction 
bere niade between the divine Offices of the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood and the more General 
Powers of Government. The former are 
allowed to be -appropriated to the Orders of 
the Biſhops and Clergy only. The latter 
are thoſe Powers and Authorities which our 
preſent Controverſies and Diſſentions are a- 
bout. And if I am right in Stating the 
Cauvrxcn's Claim and Title thereto, I ſhall 
certainly be Right in the Determination of 
ths düilpute. 90 far as they are Neceſſary to the 
h | 8 dus 
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due Execution of CuRIS T's Commiſſion, the 
Cuvxc has undoubted Right thereto. And 
if Dr. Hickes and his Friends had gone no far- 
ther in claiming a Right to the Exerciſe of 


Eccleſiaſtical Authority Independently on the ſecu- 


lar than as that ſhall be found neceſſary to the 
Propagation and Eſtabliſhment of Chriſti- 


anity; I am apt to think that all Chriſtians 


would have come into it. I for my Part, 


can make no Scruple to affirm, that by Vir- 

tue of Chriſts Commiſion to his Apoſtles and 
their Succeſſors to Preach and Propagate the 
Goſpel, and to gather Him a Church thereby : 


They have an undoubted Right and Autho- 
rity to do every Thing in the Exerciſe of 
their Spiritual Offices, which ſhall be found 
neceſſary to the Support of the Chriſtian Faith 
and Cnurcn. But if Men will not content 


- themſelves with this, without going farther; 


if they will claim an Univerſal Inherent Au- 
thority of doing every Thing in Matters of 
Religion, if they pleaſe, by themſelves ; and 
to be the ſole Proper and Rightful Judges of 
all Ecclefiaſtical Cauſes, and Matters ; with 


a divine Right to exclude the Secular Autho- 
rity at their Pleaſure, and to make Nl and 


Invalid every Thing that is done by the Tem- 


poral Powers in theſe Affairs without the 
Clergy's Approbation and Conſent ; This I 


think 


— — 
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think a moſt Unreaſonable and Unrighteous 
Demand; and I have theſe fix _— to 
plead againſt it, 


I. Svcn a Claim ſeems contrary to the 
very Nature of the Powers that we are now 


reaſoning about. They are not the peculiar 
appropriate Offices of the Prieſthood, ſuch as 


Miniſtring in the Divine Service, adminiſtring 
Sacraments, Gr. which we have already 
owned Kings and Princes to be excluded 


from; But they are the Chonxch's common 


Powers of Government which belong to Her 
| only of common Right, and to the General 
Exerciſe of which other Societies are entitled 


as well as the Cxurcn. Now theſe general 


Powers of Government are no otherwiſe to 
be exercis'd excluſive of and Independently on 


the Secular Authority, than tile Neceſſity of 


Affairs requires them ſo to be. And that 


a Means to the attaining to ſuch an End, 


Obligation in all thoſe Inſtances in which it 
ceaſes to beuſeful or neceſſary, and where the 
End may be as effectually obtained without 
it. And this is the true Reaſon of all that 
Difference which is obſervable in Hiſtory in 


Authority which has no other Reaſon or 
Foundation then its Uſefulneſs or Neceſſity as 


certainly loſes a great deal of its Force and 


C2 the 
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des, and executed Judgment therein: The 
Chriſtian Biſhops and Clergy unanimouſly 


0. 


ſome of my Readers to obſerve, that eien 


ls Praice of the Biſhops and n 
of the Chriſtian Church in the Exerciſe of theſe 
very Powers under Heathen and under Chri- 


ſtian Emperors and Governours, When 
their Heathen Governours caſt them off and 
left them to themſelves, they then manag d 


all Things by themſelves, the Neceſſity of 
their Affairs requiring that they ſhould ſo 


do. But when the Chriſtian Emperors took 
the Affairs of Chriſtians into their Cogni 


zance, and made Laws, and paſſed Senten- 


gave Way, andvery readily ſubmitted there 
Ir may poſſibly have ſome weight with 


Dr. Hickes in the Collection of Papers late 
ly Publiſhed by his Friends, and which 
were Written and Publiſhed on purpoſe 
to carry up the Powers of the Prieſthood, 
and an Tadependent Authority as high as poſlibly 
he could: Yet comes in to this Diſtindion 
of the Chuxch's Communicable and Un- 


communicable Authority. Whatever indi 


rect Ends he might have to ſerve in his En- 
deavours to Support the Spiritual Authorit) 
of the Nonjuring Deprived Biſhops : Yet is 
was top well acquainted with Primitive 

Church 


* 


*- 
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Church Hiſtory to think, that all the 
Cbriſtian Churches Authorities are alike exclu- 

five of the Secular Powers. And accordingly 

as I find him quoted p. 27. he allows; that | 

the Church on valuable Conſiderations may in SY 

ſome Caſes modify the Exerciſe of Her Fuſt Po- 

ver, and make Grants and Conceſſions to the State. 

Pray mind that, for if Princes and States 

may on any Conſiderations be admitted 

to a ſhare of the Churches Fuſt Power: Then 
it is plain and evident that in ſuch Caſes it is 

not JesUs CurisT, that by his Divine Laws 

excludes them, but theſe Church-Men them- 
| ſelves. But let us ſee what Inſtances of this 

kind he mentions, and they are ſuch as theſe ; 
That the Cnuxcn ſhall conſent not to call Sy- 
nods without acquaint ing the King, and obtaining 
bis Leave if Poſſible ; not to make Foreigners, or — 
Clerks of a Foreign Allegiance Biſhops ; to make 
no Biſhops but what ſhall be ſuppoſed worthy of 
the Kings Nomination; to give the Builders and 
Endowers of Churches the Honour and Privelege 
of preſenting worthy Clerks to ſupply the Cure of 
them ; and I oblemen to Erect Chapels, and to 
chooſe Chaplains for their Families. There are 
then it ſeems Caſes and Conſiderations, in 
and upon which, notwithſtanding all the ſa- 
cred Powers of the CuR CR, Kings may 
have my in calling Smnods, in Nominating 


ww Biſtupe 


yo 
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Biſhops, and in the Preſentation of Clerks to the 


cure of Souls. Here I would ask in what Caſes, 


and upon what Conſiderations any of theſe 
Kings or Nobles may be allowed to admini. 
ſter Sacraments and Ordain Miniſters? J 
know that this will not be allow'd at all by 


any Means, or on any Conſiderations what- 
ever. It ſeems then, that in Dr. Hickes's own 


Opinion, altho* ſome of the Powers of the 
Crvkcu are Excluſive and Uncommunicable 


to Lay Hands : Yet others they may be-ad- 


mitted to a ſhare of, if the Conſideration be 


but good, and the Authority not abuſed. Now 
I would willingly know, what is the true 


Foundation of this Difference, which Dr. 
Hickes himſelf admits of? I would have it o- 


penly declared, whether ChRIST's Commiſſi- 


on has Appropriated theſe Powers to the 


. Cavxcn which may be ſo modified, and has 
Excluded Secular Potentates from them, or on 


what foot that Modifications ſtands. And at 
the ſame time let them add, why the Influence 
of the Civil Magiſtrates Authority to pre- 
ſerve the Peace and Safety, and good Order 


of a Kingdom, may not be allowed as juſt a. 


Conſideration and as good a Reaſon of Is. 
Exerciſing Authority in ſuch affairs, as any. 


munificent act of Beneficence or Protecti- 


vn? 


1 
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Bur to bring this Debate with Dr. Hickes 
and his Friends to a Short Iſſue ; Either Jzsvs 
CrrIST by his Goſpel, and his Divine Com- 
miſſion to his Apoſtles has Appropriated all 
Eccleſiaſtical Authoritty to the Clergy only, 
and Excluded the Secular Power from it, or ha 
has not. If he has, and the Certainty of that 
be made appear, then they ought on no Con- 
ſideration whatſoever to be allowed any 


has not, then the Chuxcn has no Divine Right 
at all of Excluding their Authority and acting 


Juriſdiction of the Secular Powers where 
Curisr by his Divine Commiſſion has not 


and contrary to Juſtice. . 


which i it oubſiſted i in the Beginning. 


the Secular Power for above three hundred years 


before the Government of it was interwoven with 


the 


Share therein, becauſe that is acting contrary 
to Cuxisr's Commiſſion and Laws. But if he 


Independently. The Conſequence of this is 
plain and undeniable. For to Exclude the 


Excluded them, is to do it without Reaſon 


But that which Dr. Hickes and his Friends = 
lay the greateſt Streſs upon is; 1. The Na- 
ture of the Society ; and, 2. The Powers by 


FN » As t to the ER of the deckiey they 


tell us that it is EnRIS T's Spiritual Kingdom or V indica- 


tion Non- 
Incorporation, which had a Being Independent on Tucies 


Church. 
prop. I. IL. 


I . * . 
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the gene, — and Laivs. — al 
this to be true ; but becauſe chars ſeems. to 
be great Streſs laid on this Indepehdenty ſo much 
talked of; I deſire that it may be conſidered 
what it means. For in a Chriſtiañ Country, 
the Ctvrcn and Stars are not two Diſtin& 
Societies like the Kingdoms of France and 
Spain, made up of different People and Sub- 
jects inhabiting different Tertitories : but are 
One and the ſame Body of Men conſidered 
in two different Relations and Capacities 
The ſame Perſons are at once Members of the 
Church and Subjects of the State, and ſo 
conſtitute but One Society of Men wager two 
capacities of Government. 

Amp Even in this twofold Conlon che 
Affairs, their Duties and Obligations are ſo 
mixt and interwoven, that in a Chriſtian 
State it is ſearce Pradicable for the Church 
to Govern and Manage her ſpiritual Afﬀair 
without influencing and affecting the State. 

Nay in the Extent of ſpiritual Power now 
claimed, it is abſolutely impoſſible ſo to do 

So that this Conteſt for an Independent Au- 
thority in the Government of the Church, is 
nothing elſe but a Struggle to take the Mw 


nagement of Religion and all reli gious Aﬀair | 
out of the Hands of Kings nd Princes. Aud 
L they ance do this, the STATE! muſt be 
brough 


" ECCLESUASTIEAL ESE 


broughe ta depend upon the Guygcy, becauſe 
the Cy & eh Will be independent on the 
SAE; and ſoit would be in a very fine 
Condition. In ſhort, while ſuch à Power is 
contended for, the CHURCH and STATE muſt 
inevitahly claſh and diſagree, and there is no 
Way to canſult and ſecure the publick Peace, 
without a Subordinatian of the one to the 
other in their. Adminiſtration of Govern: 
ment. 

Ax p as to che Chuxck's having a Being 
indepeudeut an tbe ſecular Power far the 5rſt three 
bundred Years : it proceeded only from the 
Neceſſity of her Circumſtances and Affairs at 
that Time, that She acted independently on 
the ſecular Potentates, It was when Chri- 
fianity was in a State of Perſecution, and the 
ſecular Powers refuſed to intermeddle in Her 
Government. Then, it is very true, that She 
ſubſisted of Herſelf; and this proves undeni- 
ably, that the Cuuncn has a Capacity ſo to 
do when Need requires, But it does not 
Apr that it is a deſirable Thing for Her to 

be in fuch a Caſe ; or that She i a Divine 
Right and Power * exclude the ſecular po- 
tentates, if they t think fit to interpoſe their 
Authority. But I ſhall ſpeak more particu- 
larly ta this hereafter. I am now only ſhew- 
ing what weak and inſufficient Reaſons Men 
| | D | allege 
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allege for an Independent Authority in the 
Church; of which, I think, this is a very 
great Inſtance; that becauſe She did once 
ſo ſubſiſt out of Neceſſity, therefore She muſt 
always do ſo, out of Choice, or has a Divine 
Rigbt ſo to do, when ever She pleaſes. 
2. Bur they tell us, That this Spiritual 
Kingdom of CHRIST, is alſo a Royal Pri- 
hood, a Kingdom of Prieſts, the chief Pries of 
x Pet. ii, Which are Regal Prieſts, or Kings, as well as 
2.0 1 16 Prieſts unto God. That their Government in 
21. their ſeveral Dioceſes or Diſtrifs, i, Monarchi- 
cal; and the | Biſhops are therein the ſuprime Re- 
preſentati vet of CHRIST, bis Legates, or Vic- 
gerents, in regard to whom, Chriſtian Emperors 
and Kings are their ſpiritual Subjetts and lf. 
riors, and ought to be "obedient to tbem. Al 
theſe high Titles, and big Words, are eu- 
dently intended to poſſeſs the People with 
a Notion, that Kings and Princes muſt have 
Nothing to do with | Biſhops; unleſs it be 
when the Cavrcn, in Conſideration of ſome “ 
valuable Advantages and temporal Endou-· 
ments, will modify Her Power, \and- indulge i 
them in a Share in Government on their? 
good Behaviour. In any other Caſe, it i 
ſacred; favete linguis, ite Profani, ſay not i 
Wond of Juriſdiction or Authority; be gone, 
it is the Ark of Go p, touch! it not, leſt * 
6. 
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die. Now in anſwer to all theſe high Strains, 
for the Satisfaction of modeſt; en chri- 
Rian Minds, let us 8 


-T© | Wa St, Peter mens, — be tells 
us of all Chriſtians ; for he does not ſpeak Se 
| of.the Governors of the Church alone, but 
of the whole Community of Chriſtian Be- 
levers; when he ſays, I are 4 Royal Prieft- pet. fi. 
vod. In the fourth Verſe of that Chapter, 9. 
he vindicates ChRIsx himſelf from the Con- 
tempt that Unbelievers had poured out upon 
Him; and he calls Him, 4 living Stone, diſ- 
allowed indeed of Men, but choſen of Go p, and 
precious. And then, for their farther Con- 
ſolation under the Reproaches that were 
thrown upon themſelves for Believing in 
Him, he adds. Verſe 6. Ye alſo, as living. 
Stones are baile up 8 | ſpiritual. Houſe, an boly 5 
Trieſtbood, to offer up ſpirit ual Secrifices, accepta- 
ble to God by Feſes Cbrift. And again, ver. 9. 
lane a choſen Generation, a RovarPrigsrHOOD, 
en holy Nation, a PECULIAR PEOPLE, - that je 
ud ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him, who hath 
led you out of - Darkneſs iuto bis marvellous 
l. Whatever, therefore, might be intend- | 
e by chat Expreſſion under the Jewiſh Diſ- 
enſation when it was firſt uſed, it is plain, 
bat d. Peter intended no more by it, than 
11 D 2 to 
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to fer fon how Honourable nd fayorirabl 
a State all Chiriſtian People, dre in wich Gon, 
whom He loves and eſteems, and counts dear 
to Him, even as the Prieſts of His Congrega- 
tion. And what is all this to the making 
Biſhops Kings and Princes, and Lords of the 
Flock of CHRIST, with a Supremacy of Puwer? 
Not but that I readily allow, that the Aurhs- 
rity which CHRIS 1 firſt committed to his 
. Apoſtles, was by them put into the Hands 
of Biſhops; ; and by them is convey d down 
to us; and that they are under CHRIS theſu 
NEE preme Governours of this ſpiritual Commi- 
nity, whenever the ſecular Potentates refuſe 
do concern themſelves therein, And very 
N great Deference, Regard, Honour and Sub- 
miſſion ought to be * to them all on that 
1 Account. 2 
Ap yet, n this high Style, and 
: Yfiy Language, does not mighty well ſuit 
the meek, 'modeſt” T 'emper of the Goſpel, in 
+. that there is not much of this grand Strain 
in the New Te Pament.. The Royal Prieftboo, 
wie have ſeen, will do them but little Service 
in that it relpecks every private Chriſtian, a 
3 well as the ſpiritual Governors of the Cnuncz 
And altho' we are call d Ambaſſadours of Chrif 
2 Cor. i. and Stewards of the Myſttries of God; yet tli 


+ "our Chriſtian Embaſſy muſt be manage " 
our e al 


all imeginable Meeknels and Humility. St. 
Paul uſter a very fall degree of Authority in 
chreat ting the Corinthians 'corredts himſelf 
thus; Not that it bar Domimon over your 
Fhirb. And St. Peter very affectionately exhorts 1 Pet. vz. 
the Clergy, not vo carry chemſelves a being 
Loris over Gods Feritupe, but Examples To the 
| Flock. But Dr. Hickes, and his Not-juring 
Friends, are for boring it over Emperors and 
Kings, their ſpiritual Tyferiors and Subject 
who ought to be obedient to the Biſhops and 
Clergy in whit concerns Religion. Not ſo 
the Meek, the Bleffed, and Humble Jrsvs, 5 
who teaches his Apoſtles thus: The Kings of Luke xxii. 
the Gentiles extrciſe Lordſhip over them ; hut it 26. 
ſhall not be fo with you. Hut he that is Freareſt 
among you, let him be as "the younger ; and be 
that 15 chief, ar be that doth ſerve. We may 
lee in the Style we uſe, what Manner of Spi- 
rit we are of; and how far we are degene- 
rated from the Original Meekneſs of our Ho- 
Iy Religion.” And yet at laſt, after all this 
great Talk, if i it does not infect the Minds 5 
| the ignorant, common People, it is nothing 
to the Purpoſe. For when all is ſaid, that 
can be ſaid this Way, the main Queſtion ſtill 
i remains to be argu d. which ! is, 
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. | fon all the FullneG of tbe Paw: 
er which the Clergy can be ſuppoſed to have 
in the ſpiritual Affairs of the Cnuxcn, does 
amount to an Excluſion of the ſupreme Juriſ · 
diction and Authority of the STATE ? Whe- 
ther CHRIS ever intended that the Govern. 
ment of the Church ſhould be ſo managed by 
ſpiritual Men alone, the Biſhops and Paſtors 
of: it; as that the ſupreme ſecular Powers ſhould 
have no Right or Title to any Judicial Au- 
thority therein; but be excluded from that, 
as well as from the Divine Offices of the 
Prieſthood ? And the Determination of this 
Matter, muſt not be made by any high 
Strains of Rhetoric, or loſty, metaphorical 
Titles that may be uſed; but from the Juriſ- 
diction and Authority that are really given 
and appropriated to them in Holy Soriptures. 
So that unleſs ĩt could be proved from thence, 
that the general Powers of governing the Church, 
0 are by CuRIS s Commiſſion appropriate” - 
to the Prieſthood as the Miniſtration in 
_ Holy Offices is; all the reſt that can be ſaid, 
will be to no Purpoſe. For it muſt be un- 
reaſonable and unjuſt to exclude the Autho- 
rity of ſecular Powers, where Gov | and 
CuR1 ST have not Wen them. To this 
Argument, let n me add, 8 


*#.: 


II. THAT 
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u THAT ſuch an exempt, independent, 
excluſive Authority i in the Cuuncin Where 
it is not highly neceſſary to tlie Support of 
Religion, is indeed very abſurd. It has Some- 
thing worſe in it than erecting Imperium in 
Imperio ; it is actually ſetting up the Kingdom 
of God the Sox, in Oppoſition to that of 
the FAT RHE R, and in — of His ſu 
preme Authority and Power. 
Dx. Hickes and his Friends tell us; Thar 
the Chriſtian Cx vx cu is the ſpiritual King- 
dom and Body of Chriſt. I grant this to be ve- 
ry true; and ſo is the Government of the 
whole World, by the temporal Powers of it, 
the Temporal Kingdom of God the Farhen, 
Whois Lord uf all tbe Earth, the only Potentate, Joſh. ! fl 
the King Eternal; whoſe Kingdom is an ever- 3. 
laing Ringdom, and ruleth over all. In this 
Kingdom the Civil Powers are tbe Ordinance 
of God, for the Good of Mankind; they are 
the ¶Miniſters of God for Good, to whom all 15 5 VL. 
muſt needs. be ſubject for Conſcience Sake. And Pl bay Ly 
therefore for the Miniſters of CR ISF to op- TH. 19. 
pole and lord it over the Miniſters of Gon Rom. xiii. 
the Farlxk, is to invert the ſacred Order of Se. 
Things, and to forget the Subordination of 
the So x tothe FAT MER. | | 7 
So p, for the Honour of the. ever bleſſed 


Redeemer, was pleaſed to rank Him a King- | 
dom 


D 


dom within his own Dominions, with Rule 
and Power over all e Menkive in order to our 
Salvation; and to the effectual Eſtabliſhment 
of it, to appoint Him Pœners and «Miniſters 
of his own; and to take away from tempo- 
ral Governours the Miniſtration of thoſe di- 
vine, and ſacred Offices which they befare 
performed. But as it does not appear by 
CRRIsS 1's Commiſſion, that He has appro- 
priated all the Powers of Government in his 
CavRcn, to the Biſhops and Clergy only, 
together with the Authority of thoſe ſacred 
Miniſtrations ; ; it is certainly very wrong in 
them to aſſume a Power of exaluding uni- 
verſally the Authority of the F a 7 AER Mi- 
niſtry. The Diſpenſation of the Sox, how- 
ever Excellent and Glorious, as hleſſed be 
Gop, it is, ought yet certainly to be admi- 
niſtred in Subordination to that of the Fa- 
THER. And to pretend the contrary, mull. 
needs be very abſurd and diſ pleaſing to Them 
both. 
Aw yet this Abſurdicy, a5 great as it is 
is carry d ſtill farther ; and the Ahettors of it 
not content with the Claim of an independent 


__ Power only, plead for a ſuperior Authority 


in the Church; becauſe that is ſpiritual and 
extends to the Souls of Men. This is not 


only in Effect to deny the Civil Magiſtrates 
Concern 


Beeren Aar HORTrVY. 


en * — * 
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Concern in Matters 75 OT” and where 


the Souls of Men, are. affected: But more” 


over, it is to ſet up the Sox above the F * 
1 HE R. by making the Miniſtry of the Son 


ſuperior to that of the Farrar, This is what 
I cannot but think unreaſonable, and contra- 
ry to the Deſign and Intention of Them both. 
It is under the Favour and Protection of the 
Sox, to reject the Authority and Supremaey 


of the FATHER; than which ſcarce any thing 


can be more offenſive to him, To this let me 


\ 


the Religion of Jrsus Cnxlsr eſtabliſhed 
therein do not appear to be at all more 
ſtrong and ſafe, and ſecure from Corruptions 
dy ſuch an Independent Aeris than ar 
would be otherwiſe... M. 
REU BAIER WẽWẽ q e diſputing eg 
about an independent Power. in the Gaverument 
of the Church, and the Management of its 
Affairs for the Succeſs of Religion. It would 


therefore, methinks, be much in Favour of 


ſuch a Pretenſion, if it could be made ap- 
pear by long Experience throughout all Ages; 
chat the Purity of this Holy Religion had al- 
ways been better ſecured that Way than the 
— Ard. that it had as conſtantly, ſuf⸗ 


III. Trar the true Kingdom of Gor, and 


2 es ſered 


26. | 
fered . — « the 
Direction and Juriſdliction of the S ATI. 
But alas! this was true only in the firſt 
1 Ages of Chriſtianity, when the Governors 
| of the Church had more extrabtdinary and 
| - miraculous Aſſiſtances from the Holy Ghoſt. 
| Then indeed, the Purity of Religion was 


effectually preſerved, and the Word of Go 
migbeily grew and prevailed. But when the 
eſſential Principles and Laws of Chriftianity 
were committed to Writing, and the Clergy 
_ were to gain ſpiritual Knowledge by Reading 
them; when the extraordinary Powers of the 
Holy Ghoſt began to be removed, and Men 
were aſiſted, as they are now, only by the 
ordinary Influences thereof; and in Conſe - 
quence of this, the ſpiritual Governors of 
the Church were ſubject to the ſame Paſ· 
ſions, and Infirmities, and Temprarions 2s 
other Men now a- days are: Religioh ſoon 
felt the Fruits of this, 6 Pu- 
. „ ſoon began to decay, and declined 
Th apace. Till by Degrees it grew ſo Conupt 
that to uſe St. Pauls Words, on n like Oc 
Rom viii ſion, Tbe whole Creation graaned ani travis 
21, 21. in Pain togetber, mabing to be delivered fm 
ta Bondage of Corraption; into e 7. 
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N 1 


ho that whatev« Advantages Chriſtiani- 
ty received by the pure Faith, and conſtant 


patience, by the great Integrity and Piety of 


the Primitive Chriſtians in the rhree firſt Cen 
turies 5716 ſuffered at leaſt as much in afrer-. 
Ages; by the evil Conduct of thoſe who were 


in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Spiritual Powers. Fo 


give one notorious Inſtance of this; I would 


deſire theſe learned Gentlemen to read the 


of Nice, and there to conſider by whoſe 


Image- worſhip was firſt brought into the 


Church of Cuntisr. Such Inſtances ſhew too 
plainly that the true Advancement of Cx Is 5 
Spiritual Kingdom, depends more upon the 
Hdelity and Piety of its Miniſters, than _ | 
the regal, audipendnt, Authority, 
I += therefore the Non- jurori, in Vindica- 15 
tion of their Schiſa, had not gontracted an 
Habit of Writing Paradaxes, One would won- 
der mightily to hear them impute the Atbeiſmn 
Deiſmy Heraſy, Schiſars, Infidelity, Profaneneſs, C 
and Im 
to the taking away of this ſupreme, inde- 
pendent. Power of the Church. Let any 
Man look Abroad into Italy, Spain or Por- 
tugal, there he will ſind the Government of 
fag Church | in the Hands of thoſe very Men, 
51 E 2 whoſe 


orality, that are found in this Land, pag. 29. 


Dr. Hick. 
ollec. 


ö ade. * * 


Us: Ess on 


3 


11 


ed Right to it Dr. Hickes contends for; 


| rind that too, with greater Immunities and 


Exemptions than he has pleaded for. And 
yet in all theſe Kingdoms, he will find as 
much Infidelity and Irreligion, as ſcanda- 
lous Vice, and Immorality, and Profaneneß, 
as in any Part of Chrifendom. Only per- 
haps with a little more Reſerve for Fear of 
an Inquiſition. 
Ix ſhore, That our Diſcipline "oY too 
much loſt, we all complain, as well as the 
Non jurors. But that the Matter would cer- 
tainly be mended, by putting it wholly into 
the Hands of the Clergy with an independent 
and unreſtrained Authority, is what cannot 


be allowed: Becauſe where the Church has 


that Power, Religion is more infamouſly 
corrupted than in Gun other Places of the 
Chriſtian World. * . 
LE us but reflect what Oppoſition the 
Reformation of it met with here at Home, 
from thoſe very Men ' whoſe independent 


Power is now pleaded for. And with how 
much Difficulty it was reſcued out of their 
Hands, that it might be reſtored to its ori- 
ginal Purity. The Church of England with 


all its great Excellencies, and valuable Conf 
tutions, was thus Reformed; the Spiritual 
Powers being ruled and governed by the 

| Secular 


* 


— 
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— aud 


Secular in the Exerciſe of their Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority. And has the Cnunxch yet a Di- 


vine Right to take the Judicial Cognizance 


of Religion wholly out of the Hands of thoſe 


Men, by whom it has been preſerved from 


Deſtruction? What Reaſon or Neceſſity can 
there be for that? If by theſe Means the Go- 


vernment of the Cnoxck ſhould once again 


fall into ill Hands, as it has done in former 


Times; it may in the unhappy Event be 
found ſetting up for Authority to corrupt Re- 
ligion, inſtead of preſerving it. And that tgo 
without leaving the Secular Potentates a ſuf- 
| ficient Authority to retrieve and reform it a 


ſecond time. And this alſo is a juſt Excep- 


tion to the Reaſonableneſs, and Righteouſ- 


nefs of ſuch a Claim. 


IV. Sucu an Exempt Independent Authority 


in the Church, ſeems wholly Inconſiſtent 
with that Intereſt and Care and Concern for 


Religion which Chriſtian Kings and Princes 
are alway ſuppoſed to have; and the Regu- 
lation and Defence of which is one great 


End and Purpoſe of all their Authority. Till 


{ſee farther Reaſon againſt it than what has 
yet been ſhewn,-I cannot but believe that 
the Civil Government in their Way, and by 


3 due Exerciſe of their Power, is concerned 


for 


29 
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8 5 - Good of : Mens. Sans, a 40. . promote 
Virtue, and true Religion as well as, the R- 


ſhops and Paſtors of Chrilt's| Flock. 1 Aud 
if they are, then, to exclude theig 


on in all Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes and Matten, 


is to rob them of one great Part of their 


8 It is in effect to confine all 


the Authority of Princes only to the Preſer- 
vation of Peace, and Order, and Juſtice in 


Human Societies without any Regard to 


Gop. and Religion, And I know of no good 


Reaſon that can be given for this. Foral- 


cho Gop the Farrzs, for the Honour of 
Our. Bleſſed Redeemer, and the more eilectu· 
al Accompliſhing our Redemption, has given 
him a Church and a Kingdom within his 
own Dominions, and allowed Him his Pro- 
per Miniſters and Governors of this Chuxch 
under his n Divine Authority: Net I 
hope theſe Gentlemen will not ſay that this 
carries along with it a Deyolution of 1a 
Power and Authority in religipus Affatz 
from Princes to Biſhops, from the Governors 
of the State to thoſe of the Church; And ifit 
does not, chen che Secular aver h, not 


nin 


to ſubvert one 1 the main 3 7 Fer 8 
ſijrapiog.which was, That under them ae might | 


live I 


4 
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het peareable and Quiet Bot- in an 8 as 1 Tim. 

well as in common Mme), Theſe Gentlemen 

Iknow will allow Kings and Princes to exer- 

ciſe all their Authority in che Defence of the 

Church; and for the Protecłion of its Powers, 

and the Support of it in the Execution of its 

laws adcho nothing to its Diſadvantage. And ® 

is it ſo then at laſt, chat by virtue of Chriſt's 

Commiſſion, Kings and Princes have no more 

to do with Religious Matters, than only un- 

der the Directions of the Church to miniſter 

to the Support of the Spiritual Juriſdiction; 

when ever they think fit ſo to Modify their 

power? 1 hope that all Chriſtian Empe- 

rors and Kings will be ſenſible what Ho- 

nours and Favours ſuck Churchmen intend 

them, in admitting them to fo great a Pri- 

viege 2 And muſt they in all other Caſes be 

düſcharg d of all Regard and Concern for 

Go D and RR ION in the Government of 

their People? Sure 1 am, that it was not fo 

under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, when this 

Separation bf che Prieſthood from the Secular 

Powers firſt began. Kings did then inter- 

meddle in Ecclefiaftical Cauſes, and regulate 

the Affairs of Religion, and had Juriſdiction 

in the Government of the Church. 3 
The Ark of the Covenant which none 

might look into, or ſo much as touch it, but 

? 5 the 


an RE wards . done by Hezekiah, who alſo by his 
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i this Priofs alone: | Was yet o far II the 
2 Sam. xv. Government and Authority of King David, 
that he commanded it to be removed firſt to 

this Place and then to that. He alſo diſtri- 

> Chron. buted the ſeveral Courſes both of the Prieſts 
aa and Levites, and gave the Levites a new Law 
for their Offices; that they who before began 

not their Attendance till the Thirtieth Year 

of their Age ſhould now begin it at the Ten- 

> Chron, tieth.' He took the Ark from the Tabernz- 
i. 3, 5. cle of the Congregation, and leaving that 
behind at Gibeon, he built a new Tent for it 

at Feruſalem. How came he to meddle fo 

much with that which was in the Peculiar 

2 Chron. Cuſtody of the Prieſts? The like was after- 


—XXUL 4. 


Royal Decree appointed the Paſſover to be 
kept, and called all the Ten Tribes of ae] 
to Feruſalem to the Celebration of it, who 
had been hindred from it for a long time be- 

2 Kings | fore I Solomon thruſt out” Abiathar from being 
ii. 27, 35. Prieſt. unto the Lord. Which, let the Adver- 
faries ſay what they will to evade it, was as. 

much a Deprivation as any one c oſe they 

now complain of; and when he had done 

this, be put Zadock the Prieſt in the Room of 
Abiathar. The Altar of Bethel was deſtroy'd 

by King Fofieh ; Idolatry was frequently pu- 

niſhed and ſuppreſſed by their Kings, and the 

| | ſuffering 
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cuferitig Religion to be corrupted dy intro- 
ducing Evil and Idolatrous Novelties into the 
Worſhip of Gop, is often charged as a Crime 
and a Blemiſh in the Adminiſtration of their 
Government. Now as the Inftances menti- 
oned in which they did exert their Power, 
were undeniable Acts of Church Govern- 
ment and Eccleſiaſtical Authority: So the i 
Charge and Imputation of Guilt upon them 1 
in their Neglects of this kind, plainly ſhew 1 
that they had a juſt Authority and a rightful | 
Juriſdiction therein. And if the Jewiſh Kings 
were allowed to have Power and Authority 
in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, and the Prieſthood 

claimed no Independent Power in Church | 
Government, under that Diſpenſation in A 
which the Adminiftration of Divine Offices . 
was as much ſeparated from the Secular Ma- 

giſtrates as it is now under the Goſpel: Some 

very good Reaſon, ſome ſtrong Proof, ſome I 
very bright and clear Evidence ſhould be = 
produced go convince one, that the Juriſdic- - | 
tion which Kings exerciſed under one Dif- 

penſation is quite taken away by the other. 

ESPECIALLY too, when this claimed Au- 

 thority is not to be limitted to Articles of 

Faith, and Matters of Divine Revelation on- 

ly ; but is extended to a Judicial Cognizance 


in all our moral Actions, as well as in thoſe 
F thar 
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that are re W And for the King: 
and Potentates of the World not to ſubmit to 
the Sanctions and Determinations of ſuch 
Men in all Caſes of e Morality ; is arrogant- 
ly called Diſobedience to their ſpiritual Supe- 
riors, and Rebellion againſt the Legates and 
Vicegerents of Chriſt. And to reſtrain eccleſi- 
aſtical Perſons in any extravagant Proceed- 
ings of this Kind, is repreſented by ſome 
Men as downright Perſicution. 

Wrar an Original Piece of ſpiritual Pride 
is this? I would deſire any Reader ſeriouſly 
to conſider, that if ſuch Doctrines as theſe 
had been preached by the Apoſtles and Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, Whether it would not 
have been the greateſt Diſadvantage imagi- 
nable to the Propagation of the Goſpel. 
And whether! it would not have given all the 
Secular Potentates of the World a great 
and invincible Prejudice againſt it? What 
Heathen Emperor or King would have em- 
braced this Religion, or given any Counte- 
nance at all to the Profeſſion of it, who 
ſhould have been told, That in the very Mi- 
nute that this Religion was profeſſed by him, 
and became eſtabliſned in his Dominions, 
he was to loſe one half of his Authority over 
his People? That he was no longer to have 
that Fullneſs of Juriſdiction and Power 
which 


P 
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which he had before, and | which other 
Kings and Emperors enjoy'd round about 
him; but was now to give up his Sovereign- 


ty and Supremacy in all Spiritual, Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Cauſes, and in all Moral Actions, into 


the Hands of his ſpiritual Governors of that 
Church, of which he was now becoming a 


Member? He 1s now no longer to claim an 


univerſal Supremacy in his Dominions, but 


himſelf becomes a Subject to his Subjects, and 
their ſpiritual Inferior; the Biſhops in his King- 
dom, being as ſo many Kings, and ſpiritual 
Monarchs, who have a Divine Right to tye 
up his Hands from having any thing to do 
in the Government of the Church, or in 
Matters of Religion ? Would not all the 


Secular Potentates in the World have ſpurn'd 
at, and deſpiſed the Preachers of fo ſenſe- 


leſs a Religion, as an Impoſture and a Cheat, 
trived to wreſt one great Part of their Au- 
ſuch an Attempt as this too deſervedly have 


Moſt affuredly,it would. And yet this is the 


in Church Government naturally, and unt- 
verfally tends to. 


F 2 Da. 


that under a Pretence of Godlineſs, was con- 
thority out of their Hands? And would not 
cauſed the Word of Truth to be evil ſpoken oe 


rery Thing 'that an Independent Authority | 
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Dx. Hic les i 15 pleaſed why * Comſiſt. 3 P = 
That the. Governors of the Church laſe Nothing 


of thejr Power, Authority, or Furiſdid iam by ad. 
mitting Sovereign Princes into the Church. 1 
beg leave to ask then, Whether it is not al- 
together as reaſonable, both for the Honaur - 
and Intereſt of Chriftianity, that Chriſtian. 
Princes ſhould loſe Nothing of their Temporal 


Authority: by : embracing this our Holy Reli- 


gion? And if it be, I am ſure that the. 
Schemes which are now laid out for Kings. 
and Princes to rule by, under the Churgh's. 
independent Power, cannot be of Gon; be- 
cauſe they make Spoil. and Havock of the 
ſecular Powers, and rob them of one en- 


tixe Branch of their Sovereignty: and D 


nion. And yet this is not the; worſt ul | 


HE ste pay. For ait boots 
( ITT 4 5115 {1616 

N F not 7 5 hs e all;Saver 
reignty. in religious and ſpiritual; Affairs; but 
is extended alſo to their Adminiſtration of 
the Temporal. I have already obſerved, That 
theſe Gentlemen bring all the aral Aion 


of humane Life, under the peculiar Cogni- 


zance of the ſpiritual Government of the 


 Churcn. Every Thing in which the Con- 


ſciences of Men are concern d, they claim, 


as falling wholly. within this ſpiritual Juri 
diction, 


— — — ua ra BIIÞ 6 
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* If the King and parliament lt | 

ſuch and ſuch Laws, not in Relation to the | | 

Doctrines or Worſhip of Chriſtianity, but 45 

to the Settlement of the Civil Government: 

Theſe Independent Churchmen aſſume a_ 

Power of Judging, whether thoſe Laws have 

a ſufficient Authority to bind the Subjects to 

obey them. When the K N G directs Pray: 

ers to be made to Gop for the Bleſſings of 

His Providence upon the NATION and its 

GovERNMENT; iftheſe ſpiritual Judges 

do not like them they preſently brand them, 

As curſed Prayers, wicked and Blaſphemy, and Pag. t. 

contrary to the effential Righteouſneſs of Ged. 15 

They take upon them to determine, Whe- 

ther the KI Ns Title to the Throne be 

lawful and right; andjif they happen to be 

embarked sin another Intereſt, in Defiance 

of all the Laws and National Eſtabliſhments, 

they call Him an Uſurper ; and whiſper 

Treaſon and Rebellion thereby into the 

Ears of all the People. They leave not the 

STATES of the Realm, and the full Powers 

ohithe Lore A uE a ſufficient Authority 

to ſettle the Government we live under; to | 1 

maks Proviſion for the Safety of the King- . — 

dom, in the extremeſt Dangers; whithout 

. to their particular Notions and 
W in Political Affairs without allow- 


a ing 
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Job. xvi. in expreſs Words, That 75 4 Kingdom is, or 
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who will not adhere inſeparably to them in 


repreſented, as excommunicate from the Church 


our Circumſtances, will not think it cred 


Into Meaſures, "which if they could bring to 


Ruit of all the Liberties and Happineks 0 
ot Country. All chis is ſo contrary to the 


the Chriſtian Religion, that if Nothing 


proves undeniably that ſuch Church Autho- 


ing them to be- the only eee Fabnch in 
Matter of Juſtice and Conſcience, as to th 
Obligations of the Conſtitution of thei 
Country. Here it is that they would man 
eſpecially exerciſe their Independent and In 
controulable Authority. Was ever Spiritual 
Tyranny ſuperior to this! And yet ou 
Modern Aſſertors of the Cuvnci s Indejen- 
Ant Power are gone ſo far in it, that thoſe 


theſe exorbitant Principles and Practices, arg 


of Cbriſt, as accurſed of G o D, and in a State 
of Damnation. Thoſe who are Strangersto 


ble, that theſe Men are all this While runhing 


theit deſired Petfedtion, muſt end in the Ex: 
rirpatior of out Holy Religion, and the * 
5 


Practice of CHR IST, and to the true Tempe 
and Spirit of the Goſpel, and the Deſign d 


more were to be ſaid upon it, that alone 
rity cannot be from Gov; Cuglsr tell us 


1555 I World, and He himſelf refuſed to be 
, TEL TEL ſo 
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73 CEE 28 P Judge between two private 3 xi 

Men i the Diviſion. of a ſmall Eſtate 

But 115 Modern Independents in Church 

Government, make themſelves J udges of 

Kings, and of their Titles. to their Thrones. 

They, in effect, divide the Kingdoms of the 

Earth according to their Deciſions and De- 

terminations. By a pretended Supremacy 

from Cnxisr, they put a Check upon the 

Legiſlature in the Laws that they: provide 

for the Security of the Nation, and labour 

to controul the States of the Realm in the 

Adminiſtration of their ſecular Affairs. They 

ſanctiſy even Sedition and Rebellion by their 

ſpiritual Authority, and take upon them to 

abſolve the Subjects from all the ſtricteſt 

Oaths whereby they have ſworn Allegiance 

s cheir King, They endeavour to bind, 

| upon the Conſciences of Men, to ſet up one 

| Ping, and to dethrone another, according 

1 their perſonal Sentiments and Opinions. 

7 Now I would willingly be informed by them 

1 what Parr of Gur1sT's Commiſſion it is that 

: gives them this Authority; or that in any, diſ- 
putable Titles to the Throne makes them the 
udges of it? And yet the Modern Indepen- 
dents in Church Government, do not only 
aſſume all this to themſelves; but they alſo 
Py as much Streſs on their own Notions and n 

Aſſertions — 


Aﬀertions of this Kind, as the- l nad a 
Spirit of Infallibilley, or an immedinte Re. 
velation from Heaven. What leſs than this, 
could induce them to charge all the Great 
Men of our Church, however learned, 
and equally pious with themſelves, as Teach. 
ing, and Acting, and Praying, contrary to 
the eſſential Righteouſneſs of Gov, only be. 
cauſe they teach, and act, and pray, con- 
- trary to their particular Sentiments and 

Schemes in Civil Government ? What is this 

| but to arrogate to themſelves a Spirit of In- 
Y fallibility i in the Interpretation of thoſe Scrip- 
tures on which they build their Notions and 
Opinions ? Will not the Reader ſtand fil 
| here and Patiſe à little, and Queſtion the 
Truth of what 1 ſay ? Will he not think i 

Inctedible that ſpiritudl Men ſhould "4p- 

proach ſo near to Blaſphemy; as to ſet-up 
their own political Prineiples; às the infall 
ble Teſts of Truth and Righiteouſneſs? Ce 
tain it is, thit CHRIS rb Commiſſion is d 
another Nature, and never Was intended i 
authorize the Governors of the Church i 
frame the Government of Nations too 4 
cording to their diſputable Models and col 
troverted Schemes; and to damn all Mat 
kind as Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks, an 


Rebels, YOu will not come in to them, a 


1 deſen 
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= the legal Conftiantjong of their Cours 
This is foreign to the_Buſigels of the 


Dag che Propagation of the Chriſtian 


Faith, by Preaching, and Bapriting, and 
Adminiſtring Sacraments, and Training up 
Chriſtians in Holineſs and Devotion, is a 
Sphere at ſo great a Diſtance from all chis of 


Secular Government and Political Cbmtover-. 
ſies, that G o 5 certainly never gave the Go- 


vernors of the Church any Divine Authority | 
therein. And therefore an Indeprndenr Autfiori- 
ty in Chureh Governors, which is induftriouf- 
Iy ſer up to this End; muſt be an Impoſture 
and a Cheat, and contrary to the Will of 


 Cnnis rand of Gop. And Biſhops and 


Clergymen by Virtue of Cinsr's Commitfo 
hon may as well claim a Right to go into 
Weſfminfter-Fall and turn out the Judges, as 
giving Judgment emmirary to the efſential Righte- 
ovſneſs of God as to teach the People, chat 
it is @ din to be ſubject. to the Law and Con- 
ſntutions of the Kingdom where "oy; ive: 
This brings me to wy. r 


VL Lav: Ame, with That chis 
Independent Authority in the Government | 
oß the Cnuncn. . is utterly inconſiſtent wich 
che S premacy and Sowereignry of all Seculur 
Potonctates, 17 o ſuch Independent Au- 

8 5 thorities 
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| 5 orig in en Swe -of the fame 
Body of Men, appear utterly incompatible. 
They ſo frequently interfere, and thereby 
bring ſuch, Miſchiefs and Diſtractions into 
the World, that they cannot poſſibly be both 
of them from Go p. He, who is a God of 
Peace and Order, and not of Confuſion, muſt 


in ꝗꝗ cbt be ſuppoſed to have intended any two 
Pp ſuch Powers without a ec of the 
| dne to the other. noch nab, 
| Tux Supporters of chat Chaim: beigg- aware : 
| of this Argument, would evade it by ſaying, 
. nn That the Miſchiefs complained of, proceed 
i! | | >. not from the Inconſiſtency of two ſuch Po.]. 
1 ers, but from the Encroachments of the two 
1 contending Parties. And that all this would 
| be prevented effectually, if each would keep 


TP within their proper Limits, and neither of em 

Regale & put their Sickle into the other's Harveſt; This is 

 Pontiff. ſmoothiy and finely ſaid indeed, but Nothing 

to the Purpoſe; becauſe it is Arguing againſt 

plain Matter of Fact. For they both of them 

w claim a Right to the ſame, Harveſt ;,and who. 

| 3M EY then ſhall judge between them to preſerve the 
| Fa. peace and Quiet of the Chriſtian World? 

Are not all our preſent, Contentions and Feuds 


: | about the uncontroulable Supremacy of the 

| | Governors of the Church in all Religious 

1 and Spiritual Cauſes? And is it not apparent 
7 undeniably, 


— 
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— e the Ac af, Claiming” 
ſuch a Power, is, to protect ſome Men from | 


the Authority of the Srare? How then is 


it poſſible that two ſuch Contending ſu- 
preme Sovereigns ſhould exerciſe their ſeve- 
ral Powers, one to remove, and the other to 
ſupport thoſe Men; and yet the Subjects 
be bound to obey them both? How can two 
ſuch Supremacies ſubſiſt in the fame Body of 
Men, when almoſt every Act of the one in- 
fuences the other? When in ſome Caſes al- 
moſt every Exerciſe of Spiritual Authority, 
one Way or other influences, and either 
weakens or controuls the Temporal? A cer- 
rin Defender of this Spiritual, Eccleſiaſtical 
Independeney,” ſaw the Neceſſity of grant-' | 
ing, Thar CNHRKIS T ga ve the Church no Au- Regal. & 
iboriry that could poſſibly interfere with the Civ; + et 2 
Put | This" Affertion I own to be very 

rue; ahd therefore if thi Non Jurors will but 

ant me that, which I think no "reaſonable 

Man can deny, iz. That Gov' has given to 

Scalar Powers as full an Authority for the” 

support and Security of the STa TE, as He 

has to tlie Spiritual for the Defencb of the 3 
Carne; and conſequently, that every | 

AR of Independent Power of the Church, that 

mterferes with the Civil. Powers, is contrary to 

le Will of Gov, and to the Intention of 


| A 
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Cui Commiliott 111 rextily-jol We 
with them upon this Cauſe, and am very 
willing to try the Force of this Principle in 
_ thoſe particular Caſes chat are made the Oe- 
caſion of our preſent Niſputes. And they ate, 
1. The Election. 2. The nn l 
Yes eee. * Oh bo nen 


has the ſole Authority of Ordaiing them, 10 
with that they hays; of Naceſſty a common 
a natural Right ta take Care of, the Qualifies: 
tions of the Perſons to be ordained, and em · 


indeed, reaſonable, that the Cuvncn; in the 


| Exer eile of this Power, Thould 1 not claim a 
Divine Authority to ys and 1 pron 
AE Ge 


ſeeing that They and their Government, have 
an Intereſt therein z and both the Feace and 


| ouch indeed by oF oe 855 evil Con. 


7280 I K S $A/Y2 0%. 2990” 


OB «V1 tothe Eledion of Bi 5. | 
gymen, it is granted, That as the Cubes 


ployed in Diving Service. But then, it h 


a üriſtian State ſuch Biſhops , and 

meg as: are avowed Enemies to the G overt 
men nt and National Cpnſtitution whers they 
Wi Fot this is gctually to interfere with the 
Civil Powers, It 8 highly reaſonable that 
King and princes ſhould be 'well-affured of 
the Fidelity and Allegiance of theit' Clergy ; f 


Safety of their Secular Afftirts may be very 
: duc 
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duſt Echetefore on this: Account the Laws of | 
ne to our Kings the Nomination 


of the Perſons that are to be made Biſhops ; 


i indiſputably iwrerfering* with the Ci vil 
. Powers, do ſay that hey have ne Right there 
to; and that every ſuch Nomination is an In- 
vaſion of the Cnonch's Power. ' If the Mea- 
ſure of that Power be at all to be judged of 


by its Conſiſtency with the Peace and Safety 
of the ST TE, it is then as clear as any 
Demofiſtration in the Matbematic li, that 
Cuxisr's Commiſſion has given no ſuch In- 


dependent Power in the Choice of Biſhops ; 
becauſs that actually breaks in upon the tem- 


poral Power of Kings and Princes, even in 


the Adinibiſirarion of their? National Govern- 


ment: For let et us reflect, Is i it not by ire 


dnt Te fic! Juriſaidion, t re ſuch 


Vile e and feandalous Pradices in our Days, 


act 7 
g 544 


8 the Primitive Cc hiriſtians | were 'whally 
18 tim anne 
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drangers to; 1 and would have Proteſted a- 


a 


Rainſt With the utmoſt Abhorrence, and De- | 
ſtation? : By Virtue « of this pretended Inde- 
bendest Authority, the Num iurors take upon 


them to conſecratę Biſhops, and ordoin Prieſts, 


ot only, in Oppoſition, to the STATE, but 


mth a direct Intention, if it be poſſible, to 
perturn it. For the firlt Thing that ſuch 


— Biſhops 


„1 


| ofthis p de Bivine Right, e Inge en- | 
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7 Rios ant Glergwiven Foun ta re- 
nounce all Allegiange. to the Kupon the 


Throne, and all Regard to the Preſent Con- 


| RING as an Murper, to teach a Nullity in all 


the Oaths, that are taken to Him, tho? by 


moſt ſolemn Sanctions of the Law. To ſet 


up an Eccleſiaſtical Community, and gather 
Congregations againſt Him, and therein to 
pray for another pretended King, whom the 


Nation has ſolemnly abjured, and proclaim- 
ed a Traitor. Will not all this be called I. 
terfering with the Civil Powers? It it be; 1 


think then, it muſt be granted, that all this 
is directly contrary to CRxTS TS Commiſſion, 
and to the whole Deſign of it? If chere be a 
Diſpute, about the Title to the Crowny.moſt 
certainly the States of the Realm are the pro- 
per Judges and Determiners of the Matter: 


And CnR18T: by his Commiſſion; has given 


the Biſhops and Paſtors of his CMHUnCR n 
Divine Authority or Juriſdiction in ſuch De- 
terminations, If therefore the Governors of 


the Church, inſtead of taking Care, accord- 
ing to their Truſt, that the Biſhops and Cler- 


gy of the Cuvxcn, be Men of ſober Lives, 


and ſound Religion, will go 0 fo much farther / 
as to claim a Divine Right in the Choice of 


all: the Biſhops 6xclptve of the Nomipations of. 
rhe 
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thet ine donlyt eo embarraſs his Genet! 
ment, and embroil/his Affairs: It is as ber“ 
rain that ſuch a Spiritual Power cannot be 
of Go; as: it is that all Secular Powers att 
of GoD. Becauſe two ſuch Iudependent Au- 
thorities in or over the fame Body of Men, 
cannot poſſibly conſiſt together. The one 
will inevitably i#zterfere with, and be de- 
ſtructive of the other; and ſuch inevita- b 
ble Oppoſition, Confuſion and Diſtraction 
in humane Society, could never de ace 
or intended by EF * G OD. "TOP = 
IO 5 oi 
igel | $1 

a. ted che Deprvain of Biſhops 1 
Clergymen, | f 16) mito ivy 

I Cour 2 Will, there dad best 
no Occaſion for the unhappy Debate that 1 
am no upon. And What I ſhall ſay upon it, 
intend with all Deference to che unhap by 
Perſons who were deptived. But ſeeing a 
pretended! Iywalidiry/ in their Deprivation is 
made the Occaſion of a Schiſm from our 
Cnvnen, and of great Confuſions in the Na- 
tion ; Doubtleſs, common Juſtice ought by” 
be done to Ws lawful Secular: Powers we 
live under. | 2 

Now, if it be dodge true, hat cu sT C 
has ad 10 Power to bis Church tbat interferes. 
with 
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and neceſſary for the due Goveran 
. the, World chat ir;ſhould be ſo the Cork. 
quence of it is, That Can Rr by Nis Con- 
Cuuncn, as to keep Bites and Clergy- 
men in their reſpective Sees, When the 
STATE finds it neceſſary for the. Safety of a 
Nation to turn them out. For this alſo is to 
ſet up Powers that are in compatible; both 
Whoſe Commands cannot be obey d, becauſe 
they command er and ineonſiſtent 
Things. OUSISEY | 
Taxis was the Caſe of thoſe unhappy Bi 
haps and Clergy, 2 deprived for 
not giving the uſual Oaths of Fidelity <0 
the Civil Government — Ning Milian 
Their Principles and Practices, a4, to. that 
Government, were ſuck, that, it wan be 
come .impoflible for them to execute theit 
Spirigual Offices in the Cnunc n, with a0 
ecurity.” th: the | Peace, and daſety of the 
STATE, They could noc perform Divine 
Service in Publick, becauſe they would not 
on the Authority of che King, who wa 
to be prayed for therein 5 The Biſhops 
could not ordain other Clergymen, for th 
ſame Reaſon; They could not do it with 
are eee 
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their Exerciſe of Divine Offices, they muſt. 
endeniably lie under” 4 ſtrong Byaſs and 


| the Clergy's Leave do do this ? Or muſt they 


— edler Noe, ate ny | 
themſelves did not own. They cont not gt p 
vern che Clergy, as Biſliops by che Laws of 


is Latid ace bound to govern them; with- 
out Teuchüng them; and Inſtructingthem to- 


teach their People the Duty of, Obedience to 


chat King, whom they themſelves looked on 
a5 an unlawful King. Neither could they an- 
fer the Ends, or do the Buſineſs of the Gb- 
ernment by ſirting in Parliament, '* tHe 


Law expects and requires, that all the Bihops 
of the Kingdom ſhould do. Nay, it all 


Temptation of inſtilling dangerous Doctrines, 
and Plintiples ine6nnfttht with the Pee 
and Security of the Kingübm. Can ir be 
ſuppoſed then, that any National Govtth- 

ment wants u ſufhelent and competent Au. 
#hority of removing ſuch Biſhops' from theit 

dees, and of putting other *Orthodow" Bi- 
ſuopt in theit Room And muſt They ask 


borrow ''@ | competent” Authority from the 
Cu vn en to do this effectually? Miferable 
are the Princes who are in ſuch à Caſe! 
Wretched is the Kingdom that wants a kum 
petent Autbority to do any Thing which ap- 
n nedeſſary to be done with any of its 
. 3 WO”. 


oe ů x . 9 „ * 


Seel 0 ſoerer, . is 
ſell, and preſerve its n Authority. Who, 
then oan believe that Almighty Gon ever 

intended this? Thoſe who object againſt the 
Validity of funk aDepyraien; andes 
| dere 8 ati Ar igen . 
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11 Tak AT; thaw: is. no eiae 
Chriſtianity in it. Had thoſe Biſhops been de- 
prived for any Doctrines or Articles; of the 
Chriſtian Faith, it would have looked more 
plauſibly on their Side, and might with more 
Reaſon, have been called Perſecution. Or, 
if upon their Deprivation, their Diſtricts and 
Sees had been left deſtitute of Orthodox Br 
ſhops, regularly, conſecrated top perform the 
Divine Offices, as others. had dong before 
them z This would have made à great Alee- | 
ration in the Caſe, But when it is for an 
avowed, Dietzen, to the eſtabliſhed, Civil 
Goyerdment, and judged neceſſary for the 
Security of i it; chat Neceſſity, proves it lawful 
and, anſwers all. Objections that can paſlibly 
be brought. againſt it. And therefore, to pre- 
tend that ſuch a Deprivation is not valid, as 

to the People living within their Diſtridts of 
ſuch deprived Biſhops, becauſe: it is not Ca. 
wonical ; is in effect ſaying nothing at all. 
ner; eiten Kante nothing to the 
4 Purpoſe, 


4. | i. de. „ » 
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communion with them. This is a Power 
without which Civil Government cannot 


be granted to have a competent Authority to 
all ſuch Purpoſes; or elſe they are not of 
dubjecy arid Inferiors; but even Slaves to their 


ſjrirual Sb vertigut, and muſt depend preca- 


| fouſly on the Good-will and Favour of their 


they be wiſe, and good, and chriſtian, muſt 
Nntade Werl a due Regard and Subſerviency 
tothis End! or elſe they loſe all their Validity, 

and as to be looked upon 4s Nothing: Fol 


That all National Governments have a5 Kit: 


Thing! which is neceſſary to preſerve" the 
STATE, as the Biſhops and Clergy can have 
for the Support of Ret 10 10 and "It 
Caonch, 8 580 

Ay if this Kithiviey will extend to the 
valid Deprivation of tie difaffected, and dift 


* on loyal 


Purple: if it does Hot in the Effexts of 

it bind all the Conſciences of the Subjects 
to diſdwẽn che Authority of the Perſoris 

| 0 deprived; and diſcharge them from al! 
Obligations of future Submiſſion to, and 


ſtand: and therefore Secular powers muſt 


Clergy, whether they ffall fit eafy and ſafe on 
their Thrones, or no: And all the Laws, and 
Canons, and Conſtitutions of the Süchte 


this is a firs Pri nciple never to be diſputed, 


ficient and competent an Authority to do every 


BE . —— n+ TIT 


ſee een i ig, That all — 
of the Kingdom are in Duty and Qonſcienq 
| diſcharged. Bom ah) father ſpiwnal Rel. 
tion to, or Communion with the. ip 
deprived. - + What | is a in then. ha ous Nor i 
mean by Exclaiming againſt this, even as tho 
. it were a Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt? To 
tell the World, Thar all other Biſhops, who 
Will not adhere to the deprived ones, en 
8 perform no valid Ads of Trief-hoed e Prop 
p. 32. err abe Sin, and their Sacraments, \wd- 
vad \tbeir Abſolutiom, Null, and Wen Bst 
Te eee hriſtians, Who ate not in 

che Communion of the deprived Biſhops, an 

an off from the "Church of Chriſt; can have: m 

Benefit by His Paamiſes;© 1 fande of Hy 
Gras; no NMerey bro His Blood. Nay, hit olebe 

hey dit Marryrs for Chriſt; yer-cAlarijrdnw i 

Telf carimet muke amends for this:Sins I 2 Stan- 
ger to dur Goſpel were to hear this; he would 
certairiy conclude, that einten 


bbs Power ; arid char Nothing Bret 
Was razmicad ox vation, than to o/αin thele 
deprived I Biſhops ' to be the Heads: of i 
Whereas, in 1 rack, the Commiſſion given, 
is only to preach the Goſpel; to adminiſter 


che Sacraments, andunkcxercile kuch Oſfces, 
V L N a | 7 and 


ECCLESIASTICAL 2AUEHORITY. 


and fucti-Powers;. as fhallbe neceſſary to tt 
Propagation af the GhriftianR ligh 

in their Adminiſtration of Civil Sovernmemt, 
————— 
They baue uo Aut boriey that interferes with 


Cod Powers. nnn — i 


not be forgotten, 1 910 3 


2. TA x in this W S#aits 


73 


took away no Power which the Cuv rica 


auly and: properly ſpeaki 


have from:Chriſt a Right 10 ordain; fo they only 
bave a Ripht to depriue one another. But this Ar- 


and Derriving; but Or daining and Depoſing 
ſtom the Sacred Order of the Priefthogy. In 


the ane the Chusgn giues, in the other She 


takes away Her ſpiricual;Authoriry,: But De- 


riving is of another Nature; it leaves the 


Perſons: all the Catholick Authority which 
the Quai cu gave, if they can find Places 


where they may lawfully Exerciſe it; and 
only reſtrains chem from doing ſo in ſuch 


and ſuch Dominions. It is chiefly. Remo- 
Ving them from the Diſtricts and Sees which 


a Las Powers, and -chere- | 
by 


gument s fonmed wich more Cunning than 


ngenuicy, and the Oppaſition is not fairly 5 
put. It ſhemldt not have been between Ordain = 


Reg. & 
ont. p. 3. 


Württ, as n0 e. Powers can n ge 


1211 1 Rx 88 — 2 24 
— . 


by Shar: all belesen Saeed of their 


Spiritual Offices among any of the King's 
Subjects. And if Kings and Princes have not 
4, competent Aut barity to do this, they are too 


weak to ſtand, and conſequenthy, much 


weaker than Go and CRRISH ever in- 


tended that Civil Government ſhould be. 
IT ux chief Objections to what is here de- 


Urereck Are theſe three. Gier g. 


2 a e 31, Ut. 
K* * is ds Thee: chives is 4564 Divine 
Relation between a Biſhop and the People" of his 


1 i» 4 14248: $4. — 2h _ 


— 921 ben 


II. TRA hs ae in fir Afi, 


bere allowed to Kings and Princes, is contrary'to 
 ther\Pradtice:1and pg ah of tbe ff three 


nen sl 03 7.8.3 0107 ei 
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ts cla into n O „eon 1119 ois 
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J. Frm — Divine Relurtai ad | 


be. between a Biſhop and the People ef 
his. See OT Diſtrict: Pray, how comes that 


about? It is compared, I know, by ſeme 
Men to Marriage. But who made that 


Match, or gave the divine Sanction to the 


Contract : Or if that were true, how comes 
bnd ttere 


R 
[ 


err Aurnokrrv. 


chere to teu nh comme Cafes of Df. 
vorge? Im ſhort, this ãs the Notion of theſe 


only, who make every Thing that has been 
occaſionally done by the Governors of the 


Church, to have been done by a divine and 


ſider what is the original Ground of that Rela- 


rity. it has been made. Now as to this, 
I. I BELLE VR, that every Body will grant, 


tiſhes, a Regard ought, and will be had, to 
the Sentiments and the Judgment of the 
Spiritual, Governors of the Church; who; as 


and Truſt, and juſt Authority, they are ſup- 


poſed, to- diſcharge in their Admiſſion of 
perſons into Holy Orders. In which they 
have Authority to provide, that no Perſons 
unqualified, ſhould; be admitted into the 
Service of Gov, But then, when the Church 
mente chip Care, leaſt cer- 


"ns Wanted alſo in the 


2. Second 


unchangeable Authority. But the only Way 
to judge rightly of this Matter, is, to co 


tion, and by whoſe Deſignation and Autho- 


That in promoting Biſhops to ſuch and fuch 
dees, and Clergymen to their Diſtricts or Pa- 


I aid above, in Conſequence of their Com- 
miſlion from Cnxls r to plant and govern it, 
muſt be ſuppoſed Inveſted with a Truſt as to 
the ſpiritual Qualifications of the Perſons to 
be employedin Holy Offices. And this Care, 
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5 PE ' Sleond —— Tia chu Ehe 
and States have boch an nerf Nn Affi, 
and a Truf eommitted te 780 u pro. 
viding proper $pirſrabil Guides and Paſtors for 
their People. And where they Have both th 
Inreteft aud a Faß, it will be very hard to 
fay, that they have no Autherfty. Suppoſe 
that the Goverfiors of the CDU, flould if. 
cline to appoint ſuch Perſons 45 the 8 7471 
eat Have ho Confidence in, of trb''Secutit 
from, truſt they be allowed no 'Nbthority, 
even Wwhiere theit Peace and Safety appear ib 
be very deeply concert? Sure this i tb 
unreaſonable and abfürd to be belle ted. Ot, 
Again, Suppoſe that te Gövernots of thi 
Conn RY be Carelefs, and fegt pr 
wann for their Sers woulte not the Tempo 
1 Pöchers de Bouhid to Yapply"Hhar Dea, 
410 te tate Gare tine'the Peopte” ſhot” nt 
watt proper Guides znd Pafters? ft E ib 
fufd then to chili; kttat hey Rave no Ab 
chority in 4 Matter which whey Are e bbund i 
Conſcience to take Care of.” Wow is al 
this" ſeems very agretible to chmmôn Rev 
Four; lee us 8⁰ Uh Ar confidet * a pi 
OP Wiat . OY the” Na 
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il ind; ddr grocnaly ſpeaking, _ ON 
One Who appearcy th hayg an Intereſt in | 
the Management of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs were 


lower ig the Delignainn. of the Perſon rp 
de emplayed in ſuch a Phe or Diſtrict. 


., T 8E4Gayvachy commigs a Cacholick PR W- 


er or Authority in Conſecration or Ordina- 
tion, Which Authority is to be exereiſed ſo 
far as lawfully it may, thro the Whole 


Cavacngf GR NI T, without any Algn- 


ent of this or that particular Juriſdiction. 
do the Form of Conſeeration runs with us: 


ONS, the Benerend and very Learned Dr: Pate 
tz, now; Lord Biſhop of Quferd, proves from / 


alined; without any. Deſignation at all to 
particular Diſtricts. And indeed, without 
this general Comwiſſſon in Ordination do 


vith a 'Spiricual Power or Authority chro the 
Whole ist ian Chyrch. This Power then be⸗ 


nation of the Perſons to this or that particu» 


gTronITY. — 


lowed, tg have 38 Influence, and ſors 


Receive 36 the Holy Ghoſt far, the Office and Work 


1 eee of io b. And that 
ach way the Manner of Feimitive Ordinati- 


bence, That Miners were then, ſometimes = 


bot ſee, how they could be ſaid to be inveſted | 


ing thus. conyey d by the Charch ; the Deſig- 


lar Diſtrict, was made ſeveral Ways. In the 


e Time, ſuch 5 ſuch Perſons were 


ſent | 


—. 
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ple was had, as to the Perſon, before lis Con- 
ſectation. I he forementionbd "Right Revs BB 


i — and ſuch Oles my 


Biſhop, and ſottietlines the eldeſt Presbytet 


Affair by the Clergy, was ſometimes done by 
the People alſo, when the Biſhops of anothet 


cant See, it was always done with the Con- 
ſent and Approbatiom of the People. Uſual. 


vr Book of the Apoſtolical Conflit#titis/ <li; 
in which it is decreed; ' That ſich a Biſhop mi 


are ſeveral Paſſages in St. Cyprianzuwhereby 
it plainly appears, that the People had ſo 


great Towns, to miniſter therein; and go- 
vetn the CuncnH according'to the Directi· 
ons given. But aſterwards the Clergy of the 
vacant Dioceſe ſometimes choſe! their o) 


ſacceeded in Courſe. But then, to ſhew that 
every Thing which the Biſhops and Clergy 
at that Time did, was not done by 4 Divine 
Authority: What was ſometimes done in this 


Province advanced 'any new Biſhop to a va- 


ly this Approbation and Conſent of the Peo- 


rend Biſhop” has cited a Paſſage out bf the 


be ordained as wat elected by tb People for bis em 
next Merit, and their Conſent wa to be u fir 
Time asked, And to the ſame Purpoſe there 


much Authority, that they were uſually con. 
ſulted, and their Vote and Conſent asked in 


i e Biſhop that wWas to 
i preſide 


DIRTY ans <5 GOTTEN Apr ems. 9s Ay ea Ir, os PR AA Ts: 


— 


ECcLES{ASTIGAL. AUTH ORITY. ; 


"inks overchem, : Which ſhgws, moſt plaige:} 
ly, that ſuch a Deſignation Was not made 
by the divine appropriated Powers of the Bi- 
ſnops and Qlergy only. And it is very well 
known, that what the People had at the Be- 
ginning, came by Degrees into the Hands of 
Kings and Princes. They had the Nomi- 
nation of Biſhops to their ſeveral Sees; and 
I would therefore have a very good Reaſon. 
given, why 4 thoſe Rulers who had Authority 
in Promoting them, ſhould. not be allowed 
the ſame in Removing them. Or how ſuch 
2 Remoyal, can be called an Tavaſi ou of the. 


omeed Uh 10 n or eee o 


any Authority. But to this Lanſwer, Does, 
not. Voting, and Electing, and an almot.; 
conſtant and eſtabliſh d.iUlſage. of Conſign- 
ing Perſons: to ſuch and ſuch Diſtricts by 
Voting and Electing, look like a good De- 
' MW grce of Authority in the Matter? And would 
che Fathers of the Church have ſuffered all 
ais, if they had had the ſame Notions with 


ſacred Rights of the Prieſthood ;, when, they, were 


J 2 a Nee and om 
ance with che.Pegple of their Flock, wichout.. 


1 ſome. incur Days 2 Would they have conde- 


5 ſeended ſo far, if they had known it to be 
1e A an 
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gan. — of abt: Chv/nei's Hills ent Pon. 
ae No certainly their Practick in! thi 
Cafe, is a ſafficienr Demonſtrachori chat they 
dg; no ſuch Sentiments./!ii1155 ; 1h 
_ Ax indeed, how ſhall! we ſͤgeg ot hy 

mall we know what are the Cuv nens peel 
lar Rights, and what not; but by the 
Wen of CuRI1sT's Commiltion, and the 


ce; of the moſt Primitive Churches 
— hn The Performance of thoſe 85. 
Fred Offices which CHRIST by His Commil 
ſion has taken away from the Civil Poen, 
and veſted jn a diſtinct Order of Men, we 
on to be the peculiar Authorities of the 
Snunch. Ahd accordihgly, ttie primitit 
Fathers did not allow the Laity to have Au- 
. thoxity, therein. They never condeſcendel 
ſo lat as to ſuffer them either to conſeora I 
the Egebariſß, or to lay on Hands in Ordinz 
tion. When therefore as to the Deffgnatien 
30 Biſhops to ſuch and ſuch particular Di 
ſtricts; CHRIS Commiſſion gives flo Re- 
ſtraining or Appropriating Rules at All, and 
the conſtant Practice of the Qn d his 
been to admit the Laity to have an I 
and a Vote therein, and to promote by chef 
Election; I do not know what can conflte 
the Claim of a Divine Relation, and an l. 


dependent Anthority herein, if this will not. 


[f 
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te their ſeveral Diſtricts be no 
| Pate bf tb U #V'& 6 Herti and mul 
Rights ; certainly che Remo vu or Depriva- 
tion of ſuch Perſdns} can be fl lavaſon Of 
them 3 becauſe doobeteſs they nb have a 
tom petenn Authority to promote, mut be al. 
ved ro have the ſame alſo to Remove.” 
Tur Concluſtofi of the Whole then, Is, 
There is no ſuch Thing in our Days as 2 
Getgytätts having a Divine Right to his 
Diſtelct. His Claim and Right is wholly Hu- 
man and Legal; founded on the Laws of the 
Land, and the eſtabliſhed Conſtitutions of 
the Cav and Country in which we live, 
Conſequentiy then, hat tlie Sr ATE does if a 
legal Way in ſuch Deprivations, is done by a 
L anpetent tur burmy; it is in all Reſpects; 
and binds che Conſciencrs of 4 Nich. "te 
transfers the! Obligarions, as xb Religious 
Communion, from the former Poſſeſſor do the 
latter, Je mabes it our Duty to adtiere to | 
fuch/Biſhops} 4 im fuch/Caſes, the Laws of | 
the Land regularly advante: And it makes 


Biſhops 10 deprived, "to be both fifa and 
lohilmatical. 705 
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II. TR — Objection is, That uhat 
1 have here advanced, ſeems not to agree 
wich the Practice and Principles of ee 
for the firſt three hundred Years. | 585 

As to the Practice of the FS in 
thoſe Times, I have in ſome Meaſure thus 
accounted for it already. That it, proceeded 
from the Exigencies and Neceſity of Affairs 
at the Time when the Chriſtians were either 
under Perſecution, and ſo. were conſtrained 
to act in, Oppoſition to their Secular Go- 
vernors, becauſe Chriſtianity could not other. 
wiſe be. propagated Or elle; it was done 
under the Connivance and Permiſſion of ſuch 
Temporal pres Ia ber which Caſes, 
Wh. c was: Wece, ſary, to be done by the Biſhops 
and Governors of che Cuyaca for the Pro-) 
motion of the Chriſtian, Religion, they un- 
0 had a Divine Right and Authority 


% fi 53 


from Gop to do. But then, in ſuch Caſe, 
the Cnuxcadid not claim a Divine Author 

ry of Excluding che Juriſdiction of the Em- 
= and Secular Governors; but they: er- 
cluded themſelves, by refuſing to intermed- 
dhe in this Government, Even the mildeſt 
of the Heathen Emperors, who, as Tertullias 
tells us, Apol. cap. v. forbid. the - Chriſtians 


to o be ee after, or perſecuted, ſeem to 
£ have 


have dick with den only TIT the TI 
puty of Ac baia did; T bes Fudge of fach , 
Mattern When therefore t 
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E Chriſtian Bi- 15. 8 8 


ſhops and Clergy were ſo far either neglec 
ted, or favoured by their Heathen Governors 
as to be left to themſelves; they had Nothing 
more to do than to make wiſe Laws, and 


proper Canons, and ſee them duly executed. 
And if againſt thoſe, who among themſelves 
were mutinous, and turbulent, and ſchiſma- 
tical, they pleaded the juſt Obligation of their 
Sanctions, and ſet forth very emphatically 
the Diſorder and Guilt'of thoſe who in ſuch 
Caſes revolted from their proper Biſhop, and 
deſpiſed his Authority, arid ſeparated from 
his Communion; they certainly Argued .. 
very jultiy; and Acted very rightly. All 
Chriſtians Were bound i in Conſcience 0 e. 
form themſelves to ſuck good and wiſe Rules, S, 
and to ſubmit to ſuch Juſt and lawful Autho- 8 
ricy/® But What is all this, to the Rights of 
the Temporal Powets,/whofe Authority does 
not appear ſo much as once to have fallen 
under their Debates or ths firſt” chree hun- ä 
dred Nears. CAE 

Würd the Romans had Apel Fudea, 
they yet left the eus in à great Meaſure to 
the Management of their own Civil Go. 


vernment. And what Herod, or the high 
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Prieſt 
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Privilege could. neret be — che er. 
cluſianof the Power and Authority of the R 
mes Emperors. S0 here, the R Emperors 
put the Chriſtians under a Neceſſity of Ad. 
ing independently on the Temporal Power, 
because they would not concern themſelves 
_ therein. But this does not at all prove, that 


cherefore all Secular Powers muſt for ever be 


excluded. I am amazed therefore,” ta find 
ſuch a Fondneſs, as 1 do, for the Rules and 
Sentiment of the Cypria iel Age in this Con: 
troverfy; I 6angot but ſraile at Mens At 
tempts to determine je by the Prafiice and 
Principles of St. Orion, or any other Father 
of theſe Times. Alltharchey fay, is, out of 
the Queſtion, and foreign to the Purpole 

They only plead the Power and Aythotity 
ol the Church's Sandtions among themlehes; 
the Guilt of ſeparating from the Com- 


and 
munion of their Biſhops, While there was 00 


oy | 


cher who would Grace! in the 


wee bree — 
ca) Affairs, tham the Decfees of Hired, and 
— ——— 
Nl. * 2 {3 2:5 Yet | 
"Wat gan. we 22 an to bene 
Ling bats — ay nem i 
ſons and te know from theſe Examples 


eAfairs 2 Certainly: this is a very odd Way of 
Arguing, That: becauſe Heathen Emperors 
would not meddle with the. Government of 
the Chriſtian Churth, therefore Chriſtian Kings 
Princes muſt. mir. As che t the Neslecks and 
iſcegards of the one, were to be a Bat and 
rdict 10 che julf Rights and Jaime 
ler. har, this is che Truth hof' the Ce alc, 


3 ads ? 


* erg, is. no More then is in it, 
| vile yndeniably plain agd dear, WY 
kao the great e and larg 

e e e 
* If Clergy. ſogn made when iche nc Emp6- 
Tor fayoured heir Ihrerelt, and interpoſed 
their Authority 3 in the Mora ment and Set 
flement of. 9. Ai e Chvacn, If i 
che ene Fathers 105 had the ſame Sen- 
timents wich Dr, Hici and his Friends, as to 
the Cnonchs Divine ight "to a an lodepundtut 


K eAuthority ; 


( 


what Power they ought to exerciſe i in 1 Eccleſiaſtical Prop. 16, 


it to the Ignorance of the Primitive Chriſti. 
ans, or whether they Al make them the 


fiſt Betrayers of the Cnuxcn x facred Rights, ? 
I leave to themſelves ; let them account for 
it as they pleaſe. I am contented to obſerye, 
Author. from a very learned Treatiſe of our preſent 
Chriſtian great and good Archbiſhop, who has ſupport- 


Prin. Co 2, 


Sed. 4. ed his Aſſertions with Authorities which are 


C. 17, 21 


N Autor; 3. it is Apoll — they ſhould ; 

hare girey ine te Auchoriy and Jung 
on of the Emperors, as they, are found it. 
have done, And whether they will impure. 


* 3 5: indiſputable, That no ſooner did the Chri- 


ſtian Emperors concern themſelyes in the A. 
Euſeb. fairs of the Church and the Government of it, 


4 6.11. but the LANG admitted them to ſummon 


| c. 6,7,10, 217-70 Fo . 49 2 en rol > 41h, 8 Councils 
I2,13,179, = X | — rn nn 
 Contanfline called: ithe Felt general "Council by his Imperial 
Huis ſor the Plate of 
their Meeting, and on the Day ſet for opening the Fynod he 


Authority, appointed the City Nice in Bir 
came and ſat wong them, and Realoned lch ther and co 


ſed their Differences. MENS 2 6 8% IA Eu 4 725 K* 145 997710 ; 101 398 Fe 
Bid. Lib. IV. c 42,43. He ſummoned. another Council 


to meet ati Dre. A. D. -335-3 and Threatned khôſe who 


diſobey d his. Summons wich 'Baniſhment, of Ejectment out 


of his See; afterward he adjourned it to Jeraſolem. To t 


Council Arhanaſies came in eee e the Em 
and appealed. from it to his Authority: 101981 {PE 


1b. Lib. I. c. 44. Euſebiu⸗ commends end hann br bis Pity 4 


and Religious Care in all this. 


Dr. Cave. Hi. Lit. Vol. 3. p. 235 In zche nbi at ba 


thage. A. D. 411. Marcelinss *. Emperors Commiſſioner di- 
rected the Manner of their Proceeding; appointing Seven Biſhops 
only of a Side to enter into Debate; _ 


— 


in the end gave Sen- 
tence. in favour of the Ort odor. And when upon MareeBinus” is 


Dan on Joni Lap rm have þ Jas all noe bad been ee, 


1 4 JL + mes 


Jaw by NY 17 plat 55 to 

point the Time and Place 'of their LY Y 

eo diteck the Harter to be krented on, and 4 
the Manner of their Proceeding ing. To Pref le. Y 
in, and Regulate their Debates ; to exerciſe. 
ns over their Dedlarations and Ca- i 

nons, ſometimes to Revoke, and ſometimes 


to e their Decrees. Sometimes they 


| , | * 1 nt. | 3 

ſcinded ; "Henoriue confirmed their Decrees and made. them Vas | 3 
* 1900 

15 8, Ge, Upon the Wanda. 0 contrary e in 
the Fab of Epheſus, A. D. 431. between hu Patriarch of - 
Antioch, and Cyril of Alexandria againſt Neftortus, Thzodeſtus the 
Emperor commands all that had been dont on both Sides to be 
re{cinded ; and upon a full and true Information of what had * 
he conßym d the Dectees made againſt Neſforlur. 

As to Imperial Laws in Eccleſiaſtical Afffirs I will mentio 

a Few only out of the Code and Novels of "A van Cod. Lib. 
Tit. ili. caps 8. If a Clergyman gave falſe Witneſs in a Pee 


niaty as. to be quſpemded ſrm hir Offiie for Three Years ; _ ; 
if in a Criminel Cauſe, to be Degraded from the Prieſtiy Office, 0 
clericatiis | honare. nudatus, &c. 15. 0 * 5528 IOGUt , 74 


Novel. Cl. ks; Tit. vi. 123 . ACerfymactpliying 10 
Tables, or ſtandi 475 to hy rd Sg or look on was to be ſuſ- 
pende! | for three ears; ene tribus anni, 4 venerabili Mini- mm 
fteria bro labyri. ib. P 19. nm 441 2 > di. 3 

e that ſhall give or take Money to procure the Election er 
Qctiaation of: 1 Miniſter, 'was to be degraded; #gradu' Sater 4% 
reirghatur; ib 92 nnn 

et 9b not eee be pubticulty Impe- : 
rial itutions was to be depoſed: Jubemus hunc mb modir be 
Fjicſopatu depelli, Novel. ix. If. Vi 123, 11 * The 

Presbyter ordained before examihation;' if he had" en 

accuſed as unſit, _ to be depoſed, a: Sheerdotte. pelle 


C. 218 Inc 1 7 8 ex} 1 0. N 7 9113 SITE 1 N 4 £8: 95 — A . 8 11. A1 
A. Bifbop deſerting his See. and not returning in a ſet T Ti ins | 
was to be Deprives. Ab Epiſcopatu erpeli: ib. „ #02 


If a Biſhop ar Presbyrer.excommunicates any w ichout hearin ; 
bis Cauſe,.the. Perſon enjuſtlylexcommunicated ſhalt be — Be 

d by. another Presbyter, and he that unjuſtly excommunicated 
him, wal himſelf be excommunicated. ib. c. 11. 


if. 


1 Buy "ws About — 
vetnment, without the Cletgyg but et 
regulated their Qualifications; and, pnniſhted 
their Miſcarriaget; ſometimies with Gon 
mands to the Church to Degrade them; and 
ſometimes to Excommuticate em. Fheꝝ took 
upon them to judge of the Conttoverſſes be- 
-xween the Biſhops; ſuſpended one, and {et 

up another; ; and threaten'd the Refractor 

] With Deprivation, if they but diſputed the Au- 
thority of their Summons. Theſe Thicg 
they did ſometimes at the Requeſt of the 
Cnoncn, and often with hearty Thanks for 
What chey had done. And thoſe Ages knew 

| . nenn 
* | tborny by which they acted, or the Halidity of 
| "their Sentences 5 ſo long as Nothing was 


done by them to the Detriment of che Chi. MI 
3 offi 3 Religion. This ſhews; wolt WI 
E © ©:4 plainly; that what was practiſed by che Jode- 
| 2n-Pendent Authority of che Biſhops! and Cx. 

4185 $113 io gane Dis 11059! 2289014 91 1018) 
— yovel2 2417 > . 22 — nei 


* * . * . hy 


bby _ he 82810 7] 7 5A 1 10 
n | a Bi that was = , or © 140 2 
= Fan ern — Eity he Had tad belonged : Lea 
confine e Monaſtry. ib. 11 
A Biſhop permitting a Ren to „ Mlarrz ker be 62 ane 
was to be APP eee 2 11 7% 5 r 0 
Marry ing wa be de ;. expells Kris clow oh. + FAY 
Many more EB of rhis kind wn Aide > of Pu 
N Iiament, might be mentioned; and they all Pod — that 1 
N Chriſtians of thoſe Ages knew no ſuch Principle, as the Ind 1 
WD. ms Power of ved, Church in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, 


* 


ECCLESKASTIQAL , . —. = 
. Cc 


gy for the firſt three hundred Nears, as on- 
1y out of Neceſſity, and not in a Claim of any 

Divine Right to exolude the antes Power: 
| _—_ m the vin | "Thar 


*. 
8 1 18 * 74 uns: 


m jr repay Some ntoaptyo 
diate PrkdpcsÞ advance too prejudicial 
to the CRV R Hs Intereſt _ Advantage, 
that they tend too much to oppreſt and en- 
fave Her. But I hope, I have not laid my 
ſelf open deſervedly to any ſuch Charge. I 
have granted it a divine unalienable Right 
to the Holy Offices of all Religious Miniſtra- 
tions, to the Power of the Keys and to Or- 
dination. I have allowed it a natural and 
common Right to all the general Powers of 
Goveriment, and owned that by Virtue of 
Canis rs Commiſſidn, it has a Truſt uſe- 
ful to ĩt in all its Exigeticies ; and an Autho- 
rity to do every Thing in the Exerciſe of its 
Spiritual Powers, chat is neceſſary to be done 
for the Propagation and Support of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Where then is the Slavery 


r ** oabet'&: 


2323 — — __ 2", * — 


5 Oppreſſion i in theſe Principles? ? Or what = 
it that we car by the Authority of God.” 8 
and Canis claim more? Orhier Privile- 5 
Ses and Authorities, may be granted to it by. 8 
, e 13 en. Ie n Right, Iam 


d 
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n coprincet! chat it can pretend to more 
thy cheſs n b eds lr n i zn gli 
LA u, in, Truth, very ſenſblt that the 
Clergy are in ſome Mens Eſteem and Opini. 
on very low and mean; and Thops, I ſhalt 
alway, carry a ready: Inclination to do my 
Endeavour to ſupport both the Honour and 
the true Intereſt of the Order. But, as all 
the Contempt that we ſeem to lie under, 
either with Men of profligate Principles; and | 
wicked Lives, whoſe Reproaches can do 186 
but little or no Harm; or elſe with thoſe, 
who take Offence at our Carriage and Con- 
duct: So Nothing certainly will g0 farther 
to xaile our Character, and promote our In- 
cereſt, and engage Kings and States to en- 
ruſt, us wich additional Honours and Powers, 
than gur Prudence and Piety, and Modleſty, 
andgreat Humiljtys Which ate none of them 
inconſiſtent. with a due Regard to our juſt Aus," 
thority, And while theſe, Virtues and Graces 
are found to ſhine thro all Cur Conduct we 
mA indicate our real Rights without any 
Scandal or great Offence. But if we be 
vain, and imprudent i in our Behaviour; 4r0u- 
bleſame and turbulent in our Conduct, and 
graly : at Power and Authority i in chat hüten | 


Tumules and Sedirions apaiolt the n All . 
in this 


will not fail to make all the Advantages chat 
they ean of at, and we thus give them tbo 
uſt a handle thereto. And this which is difa- 
greable to the true Temper and Spirit of the 
Goſpel, Will have yet a worſe influence to 
our mighty. Diſadvantage. It will make us 
cheap and mean in the Eyes of thoſe Wiſe 5 
zood Men, by whoſe deſerved Favodt 

ind Intereſt the Dignity and Character of 
our Holy Order: ſhould be ſupported.” 
Lev any Man of common Underſtand: 
ing judge what the World will think or fay ' 
Power and Authority which apparently mini- 
but are not at all ſerviceable to the Intereſt 
of true Religion. Such are the Pretences rliat! 
have ſo often mentioned already of the GOοr-⸗ 
nors of the Church being Spiritual Kings, Pris: 5 
cn; Todi Legates, and ſupreme Monardhr in tie 
Church Regent, inſtead of the Church Militant ; 


in his ſpiritual Kingdom; as well as of his 
Prieſthood: In conſequence'of this, to make 
all Chriſtian Kings, and Princes, and States, ; 
their ſpiritual” Inferiors and Selects, „ from 
whom, Submiſſon and Obedience is to be ex- 
Ne in all Religious Matters, under the Pe- 


(+ If bc nalty 


— — 18 


and having a Share of Chars rs Kingly Hats b 


. Dll... 
A In the Name of ' Gov, 'what Advantage 
will all this be to Religion ꝰ How naturally 
do ſuch Pretenſions put Mankind upon en- 
quiring, What Uſe the Clergy have made 
of this Authority in Times paſt, when they 
_ had it in their Hands? And when upon 
- Religion has been depraved and gorrupted 
What Advantage will this be to the Honour, 
_ and.Credic, and Reputation of ger Holy Or 
der? Will not every. notorious Miſ 
committed under the Covertof a Divine Por- 
er from Chriſt in all Spiritual Cauſes, occaſion 
bis whole. Commiſſion. to de evil ſpoken of, 
and tura the very Name of diwive Right into 
Banter and Ridicule,and a Name of Contempt 
and Deciſion; and give too plauſible a'Gruund 
fer che ſcandalous: ion of \Prieftraft? 
Who muſt bear che Blame ol all this? To 
whom ĩs all this Contemp of the Clergy to b 
.  Imputed ? In too great, a; By) to the 
. blameable Arrogance, and boundleſs. Ambiti- 
on, and ſpiritual Pride of ſome Clergymen. 
Mankind . often. fall the lower, by aſpiring 
. n of the Virgin A am wa 


ey | always 


— dam; vieh — | 
Reſpect among Chriſtians, until ſome began 
hay; brought Her 70 be ſo diſreſpe@ul- 
ly treated, as tie Idolatry of Men in Wor- 
ſhipping her. And ſo I in my Conſcience 
believe, That where there has been no ſcan- 
dalous Immorality of Life, Nothing has 
made our Sacred Order meaner, or lower 
—— and 1 Son 'the claim. 
than' They ever incended_ to " beſtow "Sp. : 
on us: vr © Þ 71 Non ONS | wrt N - 
- And eſpecially dd üg theſs etences 
ſonal and diſidvaritageous to our Cha- 
racter, ben che ſpiritual . ol the 
4 2 * fer” th in” PC 


MW them in cer Aae; by to > Wa mp 
1 Anh "Adminiſtration of Civil Chis 
| | I verily believe; chat the Chriſtian 
| 5 Ca has loft more of Her true Intereſt by 
" this, chan by any other Means whatſoever, In 
1 i that wien the Lay Powers recover themſelves 
out of ſuch injurivus Oppreſſions, they ne- 
ver fail to make very large and ample Re- 
8 prifal.' And here, I muff beg leave to re- 

5 ne That this Claim of an ' Indeerident © 
" i T® * 


tu I tr Aru gory ae, s ü an SY 


"An IT SAY o ITT, 


» mo Cn * 
2 N 


Pane in Ecclefaltical: —— Ab. 
fairs, has not, that L now of been ſet up by 
any of the Olergy of our Reformed: Caokcy 
Happy Revolution. And as it was then firſt 
ſet on foot by the Non · jurors in Defence of the 
Deprived Biſhops and in Oppoſition to King 
WILIIan and his Government: So has it eter 
ſince been chiefly held up by thoſe who have 

ahad little or no- Affection for our National 
Eſtahliſnment and Conſtitution from that 
Time. And the Scandalous Part of all this 
Scuffle in Controverſy, and a Schiſmatical 
Separation from our Cav RO, is not 
made on the Account of our Holy Religion, 
N and in Defence of the powers by which that 
th is to be Preſerved; but only in Behalff of 
a few) particular Men, and by thoſe who 
are confeſſedly in the Intereſt of the Pieter. 
der, and who have Nothing moro at Heart 
then this groundleſs and unreaſone N 
in the Chuncn to diſpoſe the He of 
Eagliſb People to another Rebellion againſt 
the Starz. Had it not been for the ſervicea 

x bleneſs of this Doctrine to breed ſuch Con- 

fuſions among us, and to throw us itito Fac- 
tions and ſedirions it had never been ſet on 
Foot at firſt. And if all other Methods of 
= ſerving and ſupportitig/the Pretendir d 1 


3 


ECCLESIASTICAL? AuraorTY, 


had not been baffled aid dads: ineffecuat;te 4% 
had never been revived now. For while they 
had Hope from other Means, Theſe were 
laid alleep. And if Men were not blinded 
and infatuated above all Meaſure: This is 
Demonſtration clear enough, that no ſuch 
Eccleſiaſtical Power can be given by Go D 
and ChRIsT. The foremention d Conceſſion 
of our Adverſaries being a moſt certain and 
indilputable Truth: Tbet Chriſt bas given to 
eAuthority to bis. Charch, * can nnn 
the Civil Powers. 10410 ers 1 
To make an end; I chink 1 e plainly 
and clearly preved, that altho by CRISTS»C 
Commiſſion the Divine Offices of all Chriſti- 
an Religious Miniſtrations ate Appropriated 
to the Biſhops and Clergy only: Net the Ge- 
neral Governing Powers of this Divine So- 
ciety are not. That as theſe belong capa 
ly of that Common Right which naturally be- 
longs to all docieties, and as they are e 
to the Attainment of that End for which it 
was Inſtituted of Go; ſo conſequentiy they 


have nothing in em to exclude the Juriſdi 
on ol tem 


poral Governors. Becauſe choſe em- 
poral, Governors have the very ſame. natural 
an common Right over all their Subjects, and 
in all Caſes and Cauſes, to do every Thing 
that Wan be found neceſſary to the Support 

Hd 1. 2 and 


* 
5 * 
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| ences of all the Subjects. Tas 


be made too weak to ſubfiſt, ati a may be | 
- Danger of being Oveitürned * . : 


nd Preſcrvation bf the Stave — the 


others can pretend to Claim fer che Support 
——— ofthe CHUnCπ] Nay far- 
ther, That it would be no certain Advan. 


tage to Religion for the Cu odo be poſ⸗ 
ſeſs d of ſuch Authority. That it would rob 
Kings and Princes of one great Branch of 
their Sovereignty; and may be, and often has 
been, uſed to defeat even their Civil Admini- 
ſtirations and to ſhake their THrones, and to 
Ruin their Dominions. And in a Word that 


ſuch an Independent Authority is Incompa- 


tible with the Supremacy of Secular Princes, 
whoſe Affairs muſt” inevitably be influenced 


and controuPd' thereby. Therefore too ſuch 


Inconſiſtent Suptetnacies cannot be believed 
c be derived both from G & 

I x Confequetice of all this, I hive fhew'd, 
2 hat Princes have an Authority both in the E- 
lection, and alſo in the Deprivittion of Biſhops, 
* they be difloyal” and diſaffected to them, 
vithout ſuch': A power, Government may 


the Clergy: That as this is'what'Chrift'sCom- 
miſſion never was intended for, ſo conſequent- 


1y all ſuch Deprivations made by the legal Au - 


thority of the Sr ATE are good and Valid to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, and oblige the Conſci- 
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—ECornSMASTICALT Turnoxrry. 


Tus. Concluſion of all this is, That 0 
Deprivation of the late Nas juring Biſhops was 


in all reſpects Valid; that the People of their 


ſeveral Sees are thereby diſcharged from all 
Submiſſion, and Duty, and ſpiritual Com- 
munion, and Relation to them. That they 
have no longer any lawful Authority in our 
C nunc; but we as Chriſtians are bound to 


adhere to the Religious Communion of thoſe 


whom the King by the Laws of the Land 
ſnall Promote into their Places. And in a 
Word, that the contrary Practice in leaving 
the Communion. of this eſtabliſhed Cnhuncn, 


and ſetting up Religious Aſſemblies under the 


pretended Authority of ſuch, Deprived Biſhops 
or their. Adherents: Is very Wicked and ſin- 


ful i in the eee D,. and an undoubted 


from the Communion of the Church of 
0 72 1WtA us VE e 938171J 380 Þ 
Wars only add, 8 have been 
the conſtant. Doctrines and Principles of the 


_ Church. of England from the Beginning of the 
Reformation down to our Times: So they 
had not now been diſputed had it not dn in 


| 9955 * the ebe ne 
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n E Oecefon and inprence 70 this De 
"The Slat bas a abit in all Coſer ante- 


Fedently to the Church's Claim, © 3 


, Na al Religion giver to Thiel Auth 
| rity to the Prieſthood, | '< 


Cbriſs Commiſſion priate onh the Man 

Pration in Holy Officer. 5 
The Genera! Governing Powers of the Church, 
: funde only on Common Rigbt, aud not wah 
priated 1 fo the \ Clergy by Chrift's Commiſſion, 


Therefore; not to be Executed hy an r 


5 dependews on the State. An Ne by Six eAr- 
: benen, | 5 10 


1. Hor the nature of W Nen in "Diſpute, 11 
idee Crip bas not 0 We Power, 


the State is not excladed,, © © NH "Ibid. 
Dr. Hickes admit. this in Part, 12 
Ho the Church's pretended are, is to 
be underſtood, ” 16 


0 


bk 


TC ONTEN * 
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The 22 of the three ff Centuries were 


of mere Neceſſi „ pag. iy 
| "he Rejal P reifhood Ni nE 1 to th Contro- 
verſy, ** 


The Non-· jurors left ty Style and Pretnfon un- 
ſuitable td the Temper of the Goſpel, 20 


The Church's real Authority muſt not be Judg'd 


of by bigh Strains and Metaphors ; But * ; 


Powers ety pou 4 ond appropriated, 22 


AT 143 


I S * an Independency in the Church »# 


5 


— . © Se * 


11. Nor at ; all eiu, to K. A 


W. i oY ee rer, 4. one Branch of 
bbeir Sovereigmy, OO 29 


V. Such a Claim datigerous — as 


This Evidenced by ibe auh of th the Non- 
fring Schiſmaticks 37 


re 


VI. Two Independent Powers in the Govern- 


ment 


conſiſtent with the. Subordination of Cbr if, Kine 
dom to that ED the Oe oy 2 > ü 


That ſecular Princes and Sears 1205 8 
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